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Thursday, December 9, 2010 
Awareness 
day helps to 
fight AIDS 
By Sara Johnson 
USD student groups and 
organizations joined the rest of 
the world last week to "Kiss AIDS 
Goodbye." In conjunction with MAC 
Makeup and Aldo shoes, the USD 
community hosted a celebration of 
World AIDS Day on Wednesday, Dec. 
1, in the Plaza Mayor. 
"The goal of the event was to 
spread a variety of facts and statistics 
about AIDS, as well as raise any 
money we could," said Ducote 
Contreras, a sophomore in Sigma Phi 
Epsilon. 
The event garnered participation 
from groups like the Torero Program 
Board, Associated Students, the 
Center for Health and Wellness 
Promotion, Young Democrats and 
Sigma Phi Epsilon. Not only were 
vibrant red AIDS ribbons drawn on 
the cheeks of all the participants, but 
participating groups sponsored a bake 
sale, free sandwiches, educational 
information and AIDS-related 
statistics. Contreras later noted that 
"World AIDS Day went extremely 
well," and that "100 percent of the 
money from purchases was donated 
to an AIDS foundation." 
The history of World AIDS Day 
started in 1987, when James Bunn 
and Thomas Netter, who were both 
information officers for the Global 
Program on AIDS at the World 
Health Organization, originally 
conceived the idea for an awareness 
day. Prominent government officials 
celebrate this day every Dec. 1, with 
speeches across the globe concerning 
ways to prevent HIV infection. Since 
its conception, World AIDS Day has 
been a prominent venue for raising 
awareness about the growing AIDS 
pandemic. 
Avert.com, an AIDS awareness 
website, notes that the four primary 
goals of World AIDS Day are to "raise 
money, increase awareness, fight 
prejudice and improve education." 
Each year, the Joint United Nations 
Program on HIV/AIDS, called 
UNAIDS, hosts the World AIDS 
Day campaign and chooses different 
themes annually in consultation with 
other global health organizations. 
According to their website, 
UNAIDS is an "innovative 
partnership that leads and inspires the 
world in achieving universal access 
to HIV prevention, treatment, care 
and support." Their ultimate vision 
is to prevent new HIV infections, 
stop HIV/AIDS discrimination and 
prevent AIDS-related deaths. The 
See AIDS, Page 5 
Business 
mogul tells 
how to be 
'Happy' 
By Alexandra Bozich 
and Zein Nour 
As the inspiration for Will 
Smith's character in "The Pursuit of 
Happyness," Chris Gardner shared 
a unique side of the business world 
with USD students when he came to 
campus last Thursday, Dec. 2. Gard­
ner, the owner and CEO of Gardner 
Rich LLC, was invited by the Torero 
Program Board to speak about his 
amazing personal turnaround. 
"I wanted to bring Chris Gardner 
to USD because his message on the 
importance of following one's pas­
sion in pursuit of a job, as well as 
breaking down obstacles that reject 
your dreams, is something that all 
college students need to hear," said 
Morgan Schwanke, director of lec­
tures for Associated Students. 
Held in the IP J Theater, Gardner's 
speech sold out in the UC box office 
See HAPPY, Page 2 
Alexandra Bozich/The Vista 
Members of theTorero Program Board chat with speaker Chris Gardner (second from right) over lunch ouside of the IPJ onThursday, Dec. 2. 
USD's Lanee Battle releases her second album 
WikiLeaks founder arrested on sexual assault charges 
By Brittany Ramchandani 
With the release of her second al­
bum, Battle hosted a release party at 
her favorite venue, Humphrey's, at 7 
p.m. on Thursday, Dec. 2. The party 
was highly attended by Battle's fans 
in the San Diego area, as well as fans 
from New York and San Francisco. 
Over 200 people attended, and Battle 
said she was floored by the immense 
amount of support. 
Battle also lends her talents to the 
USD community on occasion, per­
forming the national anthem at various 
events and singing at the university 
president's functions. 
Connecting to the community, 
Battle explains, is an important part of 
who she is as a performer and as an in­
dividual. As a result, she enjoys split­
ting her time between students who 
come in to the CID, and the supportive 
members of the jazz underground. 
The Vista had an exclusive op­
portunity to interview Battle about her 
album, her inspirations and her love of 
performing. 
The Vista: Can you talk a little bit 
about the many musical styles featured 
on your album? 
Lanee Battle: I not only do jazz, but 
I do an array of gospel, neo-soul, pop, 
you name it. What's really exciting is 
that I just sang background for Sug-
arland so I do country as well. We 
just finished taping VHl's [Salute the 
Troops]- on Friday. After my release 
party, I jetted out to go do background 
for Carrie Hillson and Sugarland - that 
See LANEE, Page 13 
WikiLeaks has made an impres­
sion on the political realm as the new 
Big Brother, yet founder Julian Assange 
faces criminal charges entirely unrelated 
to his organization's worrisome activ-
ites. After the recent WikiLeaks scandal, 
where a quarter-million sensitive U.S. 
documents were released in November, 
Assange was arrested in London on ac­
count of sexual assault charges. As a re­
sult, many WikiLeaks fans are in uproar. 
The popular backlash to Assange's 
arrest was strong on Tuesday, Dec. 7. 
According to The New York Times, sup­
porters waited outside of the courthouse 
where Assange's hearing was held yell­
ing, "We love you." 
The charges materialized after a 
trip to Sweden in August of this year. 
London officials secured his arrest, and, 
according to The New York Times, the 
judge denied bail because he is consid­
ered a flight risk. He will remain in cus­
tody until he has an additional hearing 
on Dec. 14. He also faces extradition to 
Sweden since that is where the alleged 
Photo Courtesy ofWikiLeaks 
WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange was arrested onTuesday, Dec. 7, for sexual assault charges after a trip to Sweden in August. 
assaults occurred. 
An Associated Press article stated 
that Assange does not believe that his 
arrest will have any effect on the flow 
of information being released. He has 
also threaten to escalate the leak of se­
cret documents, disclosing the names of 
sensitive or endangered sources if any­
thing should happen to him. A post on 
the WikiLeaks Twitter page dated Dec. 
7 reads, "We will not be gagged." 
The U.S. Congress, under the direc­
tion of Republican Senator of Nevada, 
John Ensign, has responded to the No­
vember leaks by implementing a bill 
to amend the U.S. Espionage Act. The 
amendment would enable prosecutors to 
create a stronger criminal case against 
Assange and the WikiLeaks organiza­
tion. 
According to senior judicial 
analyst for Fox News, Judge Andrew 
See LEAKS, Page 2 
By Bernadette Smith 
One of USD's own just released 
her much-awaited sophomore album 
on Tuesday, incorporating styles of 
jazz, neo-soul, R&B and pop to create 
a diverse sound. Singer Lanee Battle 
has been a part of the USD community 
for the past eight years, managing to 
split her time between student needs 
and the demands of a successful music 
career. 
Battle spends her mornings at the 
Center for Inclusion and Diversity in 
UC 225, and works on her music in the 
evenings. Her new album, "This Is My 
Story," features songs that Battle wrote 
herself based on personal struggles, 
family, friends and life experiences. 
The soulful songstress performs regu­
larly at jazz joints like Humphrey's By 
the Bay in Point Loma and Anthology 
in Little Italy. She also has a strong 
footing in the gospel community, sing­
ing weekly at her church in southeast 
San Diego, Bayview Baptist. Battle 
released her first album, "There R 
Times," seven years ago, which gar­
nered critical acclaim in the gospel 
community and set the foundation for 
her fan base in the San Diego area. 
Originally from Huntsville, Ala., 
Battle had an early exposure to the in­
fluences of gospel and jazz. She sang 
and played flute as a child, and was ac­
tive in marching band and singing cho­
rales. She got into performing in her 
twenties with the help of her neighbor, 
photo courtesy of Lanee Battle Lenny "Fuzzy" Renkins, after moving 
Singer and USD staff member Lanee Battle released her second album onTuesday, Dec. 7. to San Diego. 
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CEO shares his personal struggle with homelessness 
Alexandra Bozich/TheVista 
Members of theTorero Program Board and Associated Students pose with Chris Gardner (center), business mogul and inspiration for the movie, "The Pursuit of Happyness," onThursday, Dec. 2. 
HAPPY, continued from Front Page 
the day of the event. 
Gardner is widely known 
for his work as a successful 
entrepreneur, motivational speaker and 
philanthropist. He has been featured in 
top national newspapers, magazines 
and talk shows, including "20/20," 
"Oprah," "The Today Show" and "CBS 
Evening News," newspapers such as 
USA Today, The New York Times and 
The Chicago Tribune. 
His life story was the inspiration 
for Oscar nominated film "The Pursuit 
of Happyness^" written by Steven 
Conrad. For" the few members of 
the audience who weren't familiar, 
Gardner showed a trailer for the film 
before he began speaking. 
Gardner shared his personal 
struggles with homelessness and with 
raising a child as a single parent. He 
told the audience that he used to spend 
many nights locked in the bathroom 
of a'train station, playing a game with 
his son to keep him quiet so that no 
one would hear them and kick them 
out. He explained that some evenings, 
"ladies of the night" gave his son small 
amounts of money, knowing that it 
was the only way that the boy would 
eat. Oftentimes, Gardner stated, he 
would go hungry just to make sure that 
his son, who is now 6-foot-8 and 300 
pounds, would get enough to eat. 
Against all odds, Gardner is now 
a multi-millionaire CEO of a major 
company and has inspired a hit movie. 
Prior to his speech, Gardner ate 
lunch and mingled with students from 
the Torero Program Board, asking each 
of them the same question, "What do 
you want to do?" He listened attentively 
to each student and their plans for 
the future. "Do something you love, 
something you're truly passionate 
about," he said. 
At the end of his one hour speech, 
Gardner held a question and answer 
session for the audience and remained 
after the event to meet a line of students. 
"Education gives you a lot of 
options," Gardner1 said. "Having a lot 
of options can be as hard as having 
minimal options. Make sure-you do 
something that makes you happy." 
Gardner claimed that he wouldn't 
be where he is today if it weren't for 
the strong motivation to support his son 
and the perseverance that came along 
with it. 
Although Gardner held a job 
during his homeless days, he was not 
able to avoid living on the streets. He 
was part of the 12 percent of homeless 
people who hold -down a steady job. 
but simply don't earn enough money 
to be able to afford accommodation. 
In some communities, this figure is 
as high a,s 30 percent. These people 
are known as the "invisible" homeless 
since the general public never see them 
out on the streets begging for money. 
At times, he relied on dumpsters 
to find food for himself and his son. 
"Sometimes I take the extra food 
[I have] and toss it in a dumpster," 
Gardner said. "You know someone will 
find it." 
Amidst the heavy despair and 
hardships Gardner recounted to the 
audience, he also had the theater 
erupting in laughter on several 
occasions and received a standing 
ovation from the audience at the end 
of his speech. During the question and 
answer period, a student asked Gardner 
if he would change anything about his 
life, considering everything he had 
been through. 
Gardner paused and responded, 
"No, nothing. One moment in time 





holiday food season 
Photo by Melensdad/Wikimedia Commons 
Fourth annual Red Bull 
New Year's to bring snow 
By Bernadette Smith 
Between Thanksgiving and New 
Year's, the winter holiday season of­
fers some of the best food to eat all year 
long. In my family, it's cream cheese 
mashed potatoes, Irish soda bread, apple 
pie and a Christmas turducken - a duck 
inside of a chicken, inside of turkey, 
cooked altogether as one. 
If your holiday season is anything 
like mine, you might find yourself at­
tending a slew of holiday parties filled 
with these types of irresistible foods. 
Before jumping in with two feet, and 
a metaphorical hunger the size of two 
stomachs, take heed of a few healthful 
holiday hints. 
1. Eat before going to a holiday fiesta. 
Showing up hungry allows you to be 
vulnerable to all of the high-sugar, high-
fat and highly delicious (but not nutri­
tious) foods. 
2. If you have specific food allergies, 
bring a dish to the party that you know 
you can eat. That way, you bring a gift 
for the hostess while also sparing her the 
anxiety of finding something suitable 
for your dietary needs. 
3. If showing up hungry to a boss' shin­
dig cannot be avoided after a long work 
day, chow down on some protein first. 
Go for the mixed nuts, the cheese platter 
or any dish that contains meat or fish. 
4. Eat before drinking alcohol. You do 
not want to find yourself in the sorry 
situation of owing apologies in the 
morning. Also, alcohol has been linked 
to the slowing of metabolic rates, which 
means that burning off calories can be­
come twice as difficult. 
5. When heading for the dessert table, 
go for the treats made with dark choco­
late as opposed to milk chocolate. That 
way, at least you will be getting antioxi­
dants with your sweet indulgence. 
For those who will be hosting their 
own holiday parties, there are many 
great recipes, tips and tricks that can 
help you whip up a fantastically fun, and 
food pyramid-friendly, celebration. 
To serve a simple main dish, try 
making spaghetti squash marinara. This 
little recipe is great, because it's like 
eating pasta without the added carbs and 
calories. Spaghetti squash is a vegeta­
ble, just like any other squash. The only 
difficult part is cutting it open. To slice 
it easily, place it in a glass dish with a 
quarter-inch layer of water in the bot­
tom. Microwave for 3 to 4 minutes. Use 
oven mits when lifting the squash out 
of the dish, as it will be hot. Slice into 
two halve, and remove the seeds from 
the centers. Replace the halves into the 
glass dish. Put more water in to reach 
one inch high. Microwave for 15 to 20 
minutes. 
Pour marinara sauce into both 
halves and put cheese on top. Micro­
wave for another two to three minutes, 
and you have delicious squash pasta. 
One of the simplest desserts I have 
come across is a tasty ricotta dish. Popu­
lar among South Beach Dieters, the rec­
ipe involves half a cup of low-fat ricotta 
cheese, one packet of Swiss Miss hot 
chocolate mix and a quarter-teaspoon 
of vanilla extract. Mix it all together, 
refrigerate and serve chilled. The reci­
pe serves one, but can be multiplied to 
provide your party with a delicious high 
protein pudding alternative. 
Sweet and Simple Almond Butter 
Apricot cookies can also be a big party 
hit, especially when displayed on a fes­
tive holiday platter. Ingredients include 
one cup of almond butter, two-thirds of 
a cup of sugar, one egg, a quarter of a 
teaspoon of vanilla extract and one-third 
of a cup of minced apricots. After pre­
heating the oven to 350 degrees, mix the 
almond butter with sugar until blended, 
and then add the egg, vanilla and apri­
cots. Mix thoroughly, then divide the 
batter into one-inch balls and place on a 
cookie sheet. Bake for 12 to 14 minutes. 
These cookies are great because they are 
simple to make, and boast high protein, 
high fiber and a relatively low amount 
of refined sugar. The only remaining 
step is to send out cute invitations. 
By Austin Campbell 
This New Year's Eve, for the first 
time ever, it will snow in San Diego. 
History will be made at the Red Bull 
New Year No Limits event, as seven-
time Winter X Games medalist and 
Champion, Levi LaVallee, will sno-
cross across San Diego. While South­
ern California may not be the most ob­
vious place for snowmobiles, the lack 
of snow won't hinder the 28-year-old 
native of Longville, Minn., from tack­
ling a feat unlike any before. 
LaVallee will attempt to jump 
his Polaris snowmobile the longest 
distance in history to break the cur­
rent record of 301 feet. In addition to 
his racing experience, Levi is widely 
known for becoming the first person 
to double backflip a snowmobile in 
2009. 
"It will be awesome for people 
to see a snowmobile making a world 
record distance jump in San Diego," 
Levi said. "Snowmobiles are made 
for snow, and last I checked there 
isn't much snow in San Diego. Only 
at 'Red Bull: New Year. No Limits.' 
would you see something like this." 
Levi will use artificial turf on his 
1,100-foot-run-up path, which will 
provide the necessary grip for his 
snowmobile's track and ensure maxi­
mum speed as he hits the takeoff ramp. 
LaVallee's jump will take him over a 
300-foot water gap at the entrance of 
the Marina. Snow will be sprayed on 
the landing ramp to provide necessary 
slickness so Levi can make a smooth 
landing. 
LaVallee becomes the fourth ath­
lete to star in Red Bull's annual New 
Year's Eve celebration on ESPN, 
which highlights extraordinary ath­
letes pushing their physical, mental 
and technical limits to break bound­
aries and records. Robbie Maddison 
kicked things off in 2007 by jumping 
his motorcycle 322 feet over a foot­
ball field in Las Vegas, and followed 
it up in 2008 by jumping onto and off 
of the 96-foot tall Arc De Triomphe at 
Paris Las Vegas. Also in 2008, Rhys 
Millen backflipped an off-road truck 
and just missed sticking the landing. 
Last year, Travis Pastrana jumped 
his rally car a staggering 269 feet 
over water, landing on a barge in 
Long Beach's Rainbow Harbor. For 
the 2010 celebration, LaVallee hopes 
to continue the tradition breaking 
records and dropping jaws with his 
jump in San Diego. 
The event is free to the public and 
will take place at the Embarcadero 
Marina Park in the Port of San Diego. 
Embarcadero is Spanish for "landing 
place," making it an appropriate loca­
tion for LaVallee's jump. In addition 
to an on-site viewing area, Red Bull 
will be hosting a collegiate viewing 
zone at the Kin Oasis Pool at the Man­
chester Grand Hyatt in downtown San 
Diego, for college students 21 and 
older. The viewing area will be open 
from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. with limited 
food and drinks provided. 
For more information regarding 
the Red Bull event and the Collegiate 
Viewing Zone, contact Brennan Mil-
ligan at brennanmilligan@redbullu. 
com. 
LEAKS, continued from Front Page 
Napolitano, Assange has committed no 
crime because there is no evidence of 
harm from the release of the documents. 
The top-secret documents from Nov. 
were dated within the last three-years, 
and although Assange claimed that over 
100,000 people had downloaded the 
documents, it appears that only 1,000 are 
available for download from the site. 
In reaction to the disclosure, many 
nations have become leery around Amer­
icans and largely suspicious of the Amer­
ican government's diplomacy. 
"We will all terribly mistrust each 
other, " said Bernard Kouchner, French 
Foreign Minister told the New York 
Times, referencing the complex interna­
tional relations of diplomatic dishonesty. 
"That is the risk." 
A member of Germany's center-left 
Stiddeutsche Zeitung, Stefan Kornelius, 
wrote a comment stating that the U.S. 
has been fighting to uphold its standing 
in the global sphere and that "WikiLeaks 
has now acted like a weapon of mass de­
struction on the last traces of trust." 
The leaked documents have particu­
larly hurt American diplomats as they try 
to maintain their volatile relationships 
with leaders in countries such as Russia, 
Turkey. Mexico and Pakistan. The docu­
ments contain remarks toward different 
leaders that would cause diplomatic re­
sults to become rocky. 
Many web servers, including Ama­
zon, have stopped offering connection 
to the Wikileaks site. In addition, many 
countries around the world have left 
turned off Wikileaks' leaky website. Ev-
eryDNS, a company based out of Man­
chester, N.H., recently stopped tracking 
the Wikileaks website because of qyber 
attack threats. Wikileaks responded 
by switching to a Swiss domain name, 
wikileaks.ch.from its original wikileaks. 
org. The new domain name, owned by 
the Swiss Pirate Party which was estab­
lished two years ago to achieve freedom 
of information, supports the Wikileaks 
organization and made it possible for 
Wikileaks to keep its webpage afloat. 
The Associated Press article also 
states that the Swiss Private Party offi­
cials provided Assange with information 
to potentially seek refuge in Switzerland. 
The U.S. government is current­
ly conducting investigations into the 
Wikileaks organization and will begin to 
conduct hearings on the matter next year. 
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PUBLIC SAFETY REPORT 
November 29th - December 5 
NOVEMBER 29, 2010 
Location: SAN RAFAEL 
At 2:39 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. Upon inves­
tigation it was reported that two iHome docking stations and multiple 
gift cards were taken from a resident hall room. The theft was reported 
to have occurred between 5:15 p.m. on Nov. 23 and 9:45 a.m. on Nov. 
29. There were no signs of forced entry into the resident hall room. 
NOVEMBER 30, 2010 
Location: MAHER HALL 
At 3:52 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft. Upon inves­
tigation it was reported that a motorized bicycle had been taken from 
the bike rack between 2 p.m. on Nov. 23 and 2 p.m. on Nov. 30. The 
bike was reported to have been secured to the rack with a lock. 
DECEMBER 1, 2010 
Location: SAN JUAN HALL 
At 10:31 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a sign that had 
been posted in a resident hall common area. Upon investigation the 
sign was found to have been burnt. No fire, smoke or other damage 
was found in the area. 
DECEMBER 1, 2010 
Location: KROC INSTITUTE FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE 
At 9:44 p.m. Public Safety responded to a report of a theft from a 
vehicle parked on campus. Upon investigation it was reported that a 
university parking permit had been taken from the vehicle between 
6:30 p.m. on Nov. 28 and 10:32 a.m. on Nov. 30. It is unknown if the 
vehicle was fully secured during that time. 
DECEMBER 3, 2010 
MISSIONS PARKING STRUCTURE-2ND LEVEL 
At 7:34 p.m. Public Safety responded to a hit and run traffic acci­
dent. Upon investigation it was reported that an unknown vehicle 
struck another vehicle while parked on campus, causing damage to 
the front passenger side bumper. The incident was reported to have 
occurred between 5 p.m. and 7:35 p.m. on Dec. 2. 
DECEMBER 3, 2010 
Location: SAN DIMAS AVENUE 
At 10:44 p.m. Public Safety observed an individual on campus car­
rying a bottle of alcohol. Upon investigation the individual was con­
tacted, identified as a resident student and cited for Minor in Pos­
session of alcohol. 
DECEMBER 4, 2010 
Location: CUYAMACA HALL 
At 12:04 a.m. Public Safety responded to a report of an intoxicated 
individual walking on campus. Upon investigation the individual was 
contacted, identified as a resident student and evaluated. It was 
determined that the individual was too intoxicated to care for him-
self and was voluntarily transported to Detox. 
DECEMBER 4, 2010 
Location: LAGUNA HALL 
At 1:20 a.m. resident assistants cited six resident students for 
Minor in Possession of alcohol and one resident student for being 
in the presence of alcohol. 
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School district argues about status of cheer 
Parents, students battle with school board over physical education 
By Olivia Martinez 
The San Diego Unified School 
District has been battling with local 
cheerleading teams over a recent 
physical education regulation. The 
policy does not allow students to 
receive PE credit for participating in 
cheerleading. 
According to Maureen Magee 
of the Union Tribune, cheerleading, 
junior ROTC and marching band 
all lost their standings as PE classes 
due to a state law that required the 
strengthening of PE programs in 
2008. Since then, both junior ROTC 
and marching band have regained 
PE credit due to their athletic efforts, 
while cheerleading, drill team, show 
choir and color guard are still left in 
the dark. 
The SDUSD approved 
a committee to evaluate the 
reinstatement of cheerleading for 
PE credit in August, however the 
topic is yet to be voted on at a school 
board meeting. The resolution to 
form the committee was proposed by 
board member Katherine Nakamura, 
who stated that removing PE credit 
would result in weakening student 
participation. Her goal is to get PE 
requirements nailed down in order 
to reinstate the PE credit for the 
programs. 
To Nakamura's disappointment, 
the issue has been pushed back for the 
second time by the board of trustees, 
which opted out of discussion at the 
Dec. 2 meeting. 
Supporters of the credit 
reinstatement have argued that a high 
level of athleticism is required for 
cheerleading. 
"Cheerleading is very strenuous," 
said Brooklyn Dickerson, a 
cheerleader at Patrick Henry High 
School in San Carlos. "We run up and 
down stairs, we sprint and stretch. I 
don't think it's 
fair that we don't 
get PE credit for 
this.. It's harder 




and utilize their 
sixth period hour 
as additional 
practice time, 
when it was 
p r e v i o u s l y  
designated as a 
PE course. 
N a k a m u r a  
explained that 
participants have 
to be as strong as 
a football player, 
as graceful as a 
gymnast and have 
the endurance of 
a soccer player, 
all while serving 
as an ambassador 
for their school. 
A l t h o u g h  
most schools in 
the district are 
suffering from the 
oversight of this 
new policy, not 
all schools have 
cut cheerleading 
out of the PE 
program. Scripps 
Ranch High 
® Soma Malani/The Vista 
Sc 100 current y sch00| activities like cheerleading, marching band and junior ROTC lost their standings as replacement for 
gives PE credit credit in the San Diego Unified School District, 
for cheerleading 
Iyear that  
cheerleading,  junior  
ROTC and marching 
band al l  lost  their  
s tanding as PE classes due 
to a  state law that  requires 
the strengthening of PE 
programs 
jnumber 
'of  physical  
education credits  
for  cheerleading in 
the San Diego Unifed '  
School  Distr ict  
number of t imes 
the board of  
t rustees have pushed 
back this  topic at  the 
monthly meetings 
and, according to senior Avery Lines, 
passing it is just as tough as any other 
class. 
"We get graded and if we do not 
show up to games, if we ditch, we get 
marked down and it does affect our 
grades," Lines said. 
The topic of cheerleading as a 
Maher circle to become 
a Winter Wonderland 
By Martha Grabarek 
The holiday season is quickly 
approaching and the Residence Hall 
Association and the Torero Program 
Board have joined forces to make it 
snow at USD. On Dec. 9 at 6 p.m., 
Maher Circle will be shut down and 
decorated with lights, booths and 
snow for Winter Wonderland, USD's 
annual holiday event to celebrate the 
holiday season All of the festivities 
will be free for students. 
"RHA has been doing this [event] 
for over a decade, and AS had an 
event called Miracle on Marian Way 
last year," said Mark Lopez, director 
of special events for Torero Program 
Board. "This is the first year that RHA 
and TPB collaborated for Winter 
Wonderland. The goal is to bring the 
campus together for holiday festivities 
before finals start. There will also be a 
toy drive for Toys for Tots. Bring a toy 
and get a free Santa hat." 
An artificial ice rink and a snowy 
hill for sledding will be created for the 
event. Booths will offer hot chocolate 
to sip on while decorating stockings 
or cookies. Students can even create 
a Build-a-Bear or take a picture with 
Santa. 
Lambda Chi Alpha will feature a 
booth for gingerbread house decorat­
ing, and Christmas carols will be per­
formed by USD's a cappella group for 
festive entertainment. 
"Every year Lambda Chi has a toy 
drive that is open to the entire school 
in the week prior to this event," said 
Tommy Burns, Lambda Chi Alpha 
organizer. "We thought it'd be a good 
idea to collaborate with the other or­
ganizations. Therefore, Lambda Chi 
will be holding a gingerbread house­
building contest during the event." 
Although the event is set to raise 
the campus' holiday spirit, it is also a 
philanthropic fundraiser for Toys for 
Tots. Students are invited to contrib­
ute to a wonderful cause while enjoy­
ing some Christmas entertainment. 
"The Torero Program Board has 
put a lot of time and effort into this 
and I am excited for how it will turn 
out," Burns said. "I think it will be 
a large turnout. I am particularly ex­
cited about the ice skating rink." 
With RHA and TPB coming to­
gether to put on this single holiday 
event, there is expected to be a large 
turnout. All students are invited to 
join the festivities Thursday and to 
bring a toy for charity. 
Senior Nicolle Mona said, 
"Christmas is my favorite time of 
year. I love when the school is deco­
rated with the beautiful lights. I think 
Winter Wonderland will definitely 
bring some more holiday spirit to 
campus." 
Alexandra Nelson/The Vista 
TheTorero Program Board and Residence Hall Association are sponsoring the holiday 
celebratory event, WinterWonderland, onThursday, Dec. 9, in Maher circle. 
physical sport is one which has been 
controversial for years. In this battle 
for PE credit, it is evident that those 
opposed to cheerleading do not see it 
as a demanding physical sport. 
A similar battle was seen in 
July when Quinnipiac University 
in Connecticut fought to replace 
the women's volleyball team with a 
competitive cheerleading squad in 
order to meet federal requirements. A 
federal judge ruled that cheerleading is 
too underdeveloped and disorganized 
to be considered an official collegiate 
sport, and the trial was greeted by 
much controversy as members of the 
cheerleading community attacked the 
ruling. 
In a Fox News interview, Director 
of the Gymnastics and Cheerleading 
Academy of Connecticut, Jane 
Marella, explained the ways in which 
cheerleading has evolved into a 
competitive sport. 
"This isn't about going in 
there and cheering for their football 
and basketball teams. It's about 
competing," Marella said. "The girls 
have to be gymnasts, they have to be 
able to tumble, they have to be dancers, 
they have to be able to be strong to lift 
other people or be lifted, they have to 
be able to have endurance. It's not the 
rah, rah with the pom-poms." 
While the NCAA does not 
recognize cheer as a competitive 
varsity sport, the topic may be 
reconsidered on a state-to-state 
basis. According to the American 
Association of Cheerleading Coaches 
& Administrators, the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court ruled in 2009 that 
cheerleading is a full contact sport 
and high school cheerleaders could 
not sue over accidental injury. 
While San Diego cheerleaders 
await to hear final word from the 
school board, supporters of the cause 
are encouraged to attend the next 
school board meeting on Tuesday, 
Dec. 14 at 5 p.m. in the Eugene 
Brucker Education Center. 
Student government 
ups marketing strategy 
Associated Students creates Facebook page 
with daily updates, suggestions for involvement 
By Lilly Stitt 
Associated Students' president 
Kelsey Chase has made it his goal 
to put a strong, integrated marketing 
campaign and communication sys­
tem into action. This semester alone, 
the USD Associated Students Face-
book page, part of this integrated 
marketing campaign, has bypassed 
the 1,000 fan marker. 
Social media has infiltrated 
many aspects of society, and AS has 
attempted to build upon this trend. 
The new AS facebook fan page, and 
the great student support it has re­
ceived so far, marks the pinnacle in 
AS' goal of integrated marketing. 
The fan page provides a great 
resource for students with up-to-the-
minute coverage of senate resolu­
tions, as well as postings of bi-week­
ly senate "T-span" shows. 
Also, the page is updated every 
day with news about what is going 
on at USD. For example, on Thurs­
day, Dec. 2, AS posted, "Holiday 
shopping tip...if you missed the To­
rero Store sale today, check out their 
'Gift and Crafts Fair' tomorrow from 
11 to 4." Though the "gifts and crafts 
fair" isn't an AS sponsored event, it 
is still a helpful reminder for students 
looking for deals on holiday items. 
"Our new integrated marketing 
campaign, including the Facebook 
page, is something that had not really 
been explored by the past AS teams," 
Chase said. "It is really impressive 
what communications chair, Avery 
Durnan, has done with this campaign 
as far as achieving our goal of keep­
ing students in touch with what is go­
ing on at USD." 
For students who find themselves 
searching for ways to get involved 
on campus, the AS facebook page 
also features opportunities available 
within other USD clubs and organi­
zations under the "links" tab. 
"Our facebook page is rapidly 
growing and is seriously a great way 
for students to be informed about our 
campus," Durnan said. 
Duman noted that the AS team 
has a goal of reaching 2,000 fans 
by the end of the year. Also in the 
works, according to Durnan, is a 
coupon giveaway for local business­
es based on those who "fan" the AS 
site. 
"USD and Associated Students 
have so many great opportunities to 
offer students, it is just a shame that 
they often go unnoticed," Durnan 
said. "I believe it is our job as the AS 
governance team to make sure that 
students have an outlet that keeps 
them updated up to the minute on 
what is going on at their school." 
Not only does the site offer dai­
ly updates on what is happening on 
campus and in the senate, but it goes 
even further to really work for the 
students. The site has a photo album 
featuring the AS governance team so 
that students can familiarize them­
selves with the faces of their student 
leaders. There are links to numerous 
campus department resources, a va­
riety of social events, a diagram of 
how AS dollars are spent and surveys 
to give feedback. The site is meant 
to be an interactive forum with the 
student body. 
"If you do one thing for AS all 
year I ask that you fan our page so 
that hopefully you can find some­
thing interesting on our site and get 
involved," Chase said. "I really hope 
that in the near future, every student 
at the University will be a 'fan,' and 






By Dane Cummaro 
A San Diego residence outside of 
Escondido is set to burn to the ground 
this week. According to San Diego 
County officials, the house is consid­
ered a public hazard due to the im­
mense amount of explosive materials 
that have been found within its walls. 
The house, which the media 
has dubbed the "bomb house," was 
found to contain a wide variety of 
bomb-making materials and deadly 
weapons, including blasting caps, 
homemade grenades and small-arm 
weapons. 
The Los Angeles Times reported 
that computers, written documents, 
surveillance cameras, a grenade mold, 
a bag with pieces of metal, a jar with 
ball bearings, three wireless doorbells 
with remotes, three computers, a book 
on high explosives, two molds of hu­
man faces, four wigs, two handguns 
and a blue Escondido police shirt 
were seized from the home. 
According to San Diego 6, local 
San Diego Sheriff Bill Gore said that 
burning the house is the only safe way 
to rid the Escondido neighborhood of 
the explosive materials. The materials 
included pentaerythritol tentanitrate, 
which is a highly dangerous substance 
used by A1 Qaeda terrorists groups. It 
is also a substance that federal offi­
cials have been screening for with the 
new airport security procedures. 
KUSI News reported that the 
bomb house is set to burn between 
Dec. 8 and Dec. 10, yet a delay is 
possible depending upon the weather 
conditions. The National weather ser­
vice will be involved in the decision 
making for when the burn will occur, 
and has specified that ideal conditions 
include blue sky, no clouds and a gen­
tle breeze. 
Prepare, authorities will be erect­
ing a protective wall around the prop­
erty to shield neighboring homes. The 
wall will be a 16-foot metal fence 
coated with flame retardant gel sur­
rounding the entire property. The fire 
department will also prepare the sur­
rounding vegetation with fire-retar-
dant materials. 
A part of Interstate 15 will be 
closed during the process, and some 
residents will be evacuated from their 
homes, KUSI reported. For all of the 
precautions local authorities have set 
in place, they have also stated there is 
no guarantee that there won't be col­
lateral property damage. In response 
to the concern that the burn will re­
lease toxins into the air, KUSI News 
reported that the fire will create no 
more pollution than normal residen­
tial fire. The fire is set to reach 1,800 
degrees in order for the bomb-making 
chemicals to burn within the first 20 to 
30 minutes. The fire department will 
also open up holes through the roof of 
the residence to allow proper air flow. 
For its part, San Diego County 
has invoked legal authority to declare 
a public emergency, seizing the house 
as a threat to public safety. Bomb ex­
perts declared the one story stucco 
house on Via Scott to be "too dan­
gerous" to reenter. Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger has declared a state 
of emergency as well, which will put 
the California Emergency Manage­
ment Agency in charge of coordinat­
ing operations surrounding the case. 
"The circumstances apparent to 
the removal of this stockpile of highly 
explosive, unstoppable materials, by 
reason of their volatility and magni­
tude, are likely to be beyond the con­
trol...and [will] require the combined 
forces of mutual aid to combat," 
Schwarzenegger wrote, according to 
the Los Angeles Times. 
Initially the home's resident, 
George Jakubec, a 54-year-old Ser­
bian immigrant, was charged with 
26 counts of possession of bomb-
making materials and four counts of' 
bank robbery by the state of Califor­
nia. However, KUSI News reported 
that the San Diego and U.S. District 
Attorneys have worked closely on 
the case and decided that the charg­
es will be brought to federal court, 
largely because of the three counts 
of bank robbery and one count of at­
tempted bank robbery. As a result, all 
state charges will be dropped so that 
prosecutors can focus on the federal 
charges. Jakubec has plead not guilty 
and remains in jail with a bail set at 
$5 million. 
Jakubec was actually a renter of 
the home, and the owner is currently 
discussing compensation with his in­
surance company, officials said. 
Foxnews.com has called this dis­
covery "the largest quantity of home­
made explosives found in one location 
in the history of the United States." 
San Diego authorities will be closely 
monitoring the bomb house to make 
sure its toxic contents are all burned. 
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Student organization creates website to "PostSecrets" 
By Callie Prendiville 
Students are opening up to 
share their deep dark secrets with 
the USD community. USD's brand 
new PostSecret Club has a website 
confessional, usdpostsecret .webs. 
com, where decorated postcards with 
the personal thoughts and experiences 
of students are made public. 
"Personality is not enough," 
one postcard reads. "I can't date you 
cause you're too short and you smell. 
But I swear I'm not shallow." 
USD PostSecret founding 
president, Alex Carone, hopes that 
bringing the idea of PostSecret to 
campus will create a greater sense of 
community and connectedness. 
"My personal hope is that there 
will be a lot of energy behind this 
project as students start to realize just 
how powerful and moving letting 
their secrets and feelings out can 
be," Carone said. "It's a well-known 
fact that students often struggle to 
really feel like they are a part of the 
community here at USD. My hope 
is that as we all anonymously reveal 
things about ourselves to each other, 
we will be able to see the many 
ways in which others' lives intersect 
with our own. This knowledge will 
then help to strengthen our sense of 
community here on campus." 
The club is a unique addition 
to the long list of USD's student 
organizations in part because as 
participation is not limited to club 
members. All students and faculty 
are welcome to submit postcards at 
La Paloma, Aroma's, Bert's Bistro, 
Missions Cafe or online. 
"What I love about the PostSecret 
project is that it reminds us that 
every single person has a story" 
Alexandra Nelson/The Vista 
USD's PostSecret Club has collection boxes and blank postcards available for students to decorate and submit in La Paloma, Aroma's, Bert's Bistro and Missions Cafe.The post­
cards are gathered up and then postedon at usdpostsecret.webs.com, in the site's photo gallery. 
Carone said, "and that each person's 
unique story is a testament to the 
unbelievable strength and courage 
of people everywhere. I particularly 
appreciate how everyone can 
connect with different secrets posted 
by others, whether it's your exact 
secret or feeling or it just speaks to 
something you've been feeling, or 
experiencing." 
The club takes its concept from the 
original PostSecret project, founded 
by Frank Warren in 2005. Participants 
anonymously mail in their secret 
thoughts, fears, desires or confessions 
on postcards decorated to fit the theme 
of the secret. The postcards have 
been published into popular books 
and posted on the project's website. 
Besides offering a voyeuristic thrill 
for readers, PostSecret has teamed 
up with l-800-SUICIDE to provide 
verbal support for those who feel so 
overwhelmed by their secret that they 
pose a risk to themselves. 
In addition to the suicide 
prevention hotline, the original 
PostSecret site works closely with the 
non-profit group, 'To Write Love on 
Her Arms.' According to the website, 
the non-profit is a "movement 
dedicated to presenting hope and 
finding help for people struggling 
with depression, addiction, self-
injury and suicide." 
Love on Her Arms exists to 
encourage, inform, inspire and invest 
directly into a variety of rehabilitation 
and treatment programs. The 
movement has achieved popularity 
through their T-shirts, proudly worn 
by bands such as San Diego's own 
Switchfoot. The proceeds from the 
apparel and other themed items 
go to help suicide and self-harm 
prevention, 12-step programs, 
child abuse prevention and human 
trafficking prevention. 
According to USD PostSecret 
club secretary Kelli Emery, the club is 
planning an event next semester that 
will feature To Write Love on Her 
Arms' founder, Jamie Tworkowski. 
The event will be a mental health 
wellness fair with help from Michael 
Ichiyama, associate professor of 
psychology at USD and creator of the 
first peer counseling course and the 
Peer Advising Program. Ichiyama 
is also the faculty advisor for the 
PostSecret Club. 
As Carone and her club look to 
inspire a new trend of mental health 
awareness, the entire campus can 
appreciate the honesty of the secrets 
each week as new ones are posted. 
Students interested in contributing 
can use the cards provided by the club 
at each of the depository boxes to 
display their own secrets, or visit USD 
PostSecret online at usdpostsecret. 
webs .com. 
Terminal set to connect SD to Mexico 
By Christopher Engell 
At a recent meeting, the San 
Diego City Council moved one step 
closer to approving a cross-border 
terminal that would connect Otay 
Mesa to Tijuana's A.L. Rodriguez 
International Airport by way of 
pedestrian bridge. The city of San 
Diego has been looking for ways to 
improve its Lindbergh Field airport 
due to vast overcrowding, and the 
hope is that the cross-border terminal 
would help to alleviate a portion of 
San Diego's airport traffic. 
On Tuesday, Nov. 30, the council 
voted collectively to move forward 
with a study to rezone the land just 
north of the United States-Mexico 
border, which would serve as the 
building site for the cross-border 
terminal. Along with a pedestrian 
bridge, the site would potentially 
accommodate hotels, parking lots and 
retail stores. 
According to the SDCC President 
Ben Hueso. "This project is going to 
help us create jobs and improve our 
transportation infrastructure." 
Plans for the terminal, vvith 
a cost estimated at $77.9 million, 
took a big step in August when it 
received a presidential permit from 
the U.S. Department of State. The 
project would be privately owned 
and operated by Otay Mesa-Tijuana 
Ventures LLC. The group hopes to 
begin construction next year, with 
an estimated completion date of 
late 2012 or early 2013. The plans, 
however, are not yet fully approved, 
as some major government obstacles 
still lie ahead. 
San Diego's first step will be to 
receive clearance from the Mexican 
government and Tijuana officials 
before operations can start. San Diego 
city staff and officials will have to 
examine the project during meetings 
in the next few months in order to 
give their final stamp of approval. 
According to San Diego officials, all 
the costs associated with the analysis 
of rezoning will be paid for by Otay 
Mesa-Tijuana Ventures LLC. 
The plans for the project are 
to build a two-story, 45,000 square 
foot building in Otay Mesa that 
would house U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection offices, shops, 
traveler services and mechanical and 
electrical offices. The terminal would 
be designed to serve around 17,000 
passengers traveling from Mexico to 
the U.S. A 525-foot pedestrian bridge 
would connect the American facility 
directly to the Tijuana airport. It 
would also have a divider to separate 
passengers entering and exiting the 
airport and would be high enough to 
allow border patrol and other vehicles 
to pass underneath. Only ticketed 
passengers would be allowed to pass 
through the terminal. 
With four million people living 
near the U.S .-Mexico border, frequent 
congestion is a major problem. The 
current structure of operations at 
the port of entries was not built to 
accommodate the current high volume 
of traffic. Plans for the terminal would 
allow airline passengers a quicker 
and more reliable means of crossing 
the borders, and would also diminish 
congestion at the various port of 
entries. 
According to the Otay-Tijuana 
Ventures LLC, the terminal would 
provide a more convenient, cost 
effective and secure way to cross 
the U.S .-Mexico border and access 
flights. It would also develop facilities 
that would maintain the security and 
integrity of the existing border. 
Should plans for the terminal and 
pedestrian bridge become finalized, 
the complex would be the first of its 
kind along the U.S .-Mexico border. 
Students gather to "Kiss AIDS Goodbye 
AIDS, continued from Front Page 
2010 theme for World AIDS Day was 
Universal Access and Human Rights, 
and the red ribbon symbol, adopted in 
1993 by the Red Ribbon Foundation, is 
meant to be an emblem of solidarity for 
those living with HIV and AIDS. 
HIV, the human immunodeficiency 
virus, is the precursor to an infected 
individual's development of AIDS, 
acquired precursor to an infected 
individual's development of AIDS, 
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome. 
AIDS is a condition that causes immune 
system failure, which allows fatal 
infections to run rampant. Currently, 
there is no treatment for the virus 
or for acquired immunodeficiency. 
Antiretroviral drugs are the primary 
medication given to those infected 
with HIV. The ARVs are not available 
in many countries of the world because 
they have either been banned or are too 
expensive to acquire and disperse. As a 
result, death rates due to HIV and AIDS 
have been steadily increasing over the 
last two decades. 
UNA1DS will continue to sponsor 
annual World AIDS Day events across 
the globe on Dec. 1 of each year. 
Contreras hopes that USD can make the 
"Kiss AIDS Goodbye" event "an even 
bigger event next year." 
High school hostage 
situation and shooting 
alarms school officials 
By Nicolle Mona 
After holding his teacher and 
24 classmates hostage at gunpoint, 
15-year-old Sam Hengel of Marinette 
High School in Wisconsin commit­
ted suicide. Those who knew Hengel 
agreed that the tragic actions he com­
mitted were not behaviors they would 
have ever expected from the teenager. 
According to ABCNews.com, on 
Monday, Nov. 29, Hengel left his sixth 
period class to use the restroom while 
the class was watching a film about 
Greek myths. Hengel returned from 
the bathroom with a duffle bag filled 
with two handguns, a 22 caliber semi­
automatic and a 9mm pistol and more 
than 200 rounds of ammunition. 
ABC reported that when Hengel 
entered the classroom, he pulled out 
one of the guns and shot at the movie 
projector. After gaining the class­
room's attention, he ordered every­
one to pass forward their cell phones. 
According to ABC, officials said that 
the hostage situation was not discov­
ered until over five hours later, when 
a concerned parent came to the school 
because his daughter was not answer­
ing her phone. When Marinette High 
School Principal Corry Lambie went 
to the classroom to find the daughter, 
Hengel confronted him. 
"He threatened me with the gun 
and tol4 me to step back," Lambie 
said to ABC. He went on to say that 
Hengel remained calm throughout the 
conversation. Lambie left the class­
room and immediately called the po­
lice. The police reached the teacher by 
telephone, but Hengel refused to talk. 
Finally, at 7:40 p.m., Hengel re­
leased five students who claimed they 
had to use the' restroom. About 20 
minutes later, gunshots went off inside 
the classroom and police broke down 
the door. As the officers approached 
Hengel, he injured himself with a self-
inflicted gunshot. Hengel died the fol­
lowing day as a result of the wound. 
Over a week later, no one can find 
an explanation or motivation behind 
Hengel's actions. He was described by 
classmates as quiet, but likable, and 
teachers depicted him as a good stu­
dent who achieved A's. 
Hengel's family described him as 
someone who was "active in the Boy 
Scouts, taekwondo and loved hunting 
and fishing and anything that included 
his family and outdoors." His family 
released a statement the next day stat­
ing that they wish they could provide 
people with information as to why he 
would do this, but that they had no 
insight. "There were no indicators to 
make us think something was wrong," 
they said to The New York Times. 
The hostages are also unable to 
come up with a clear reason behind 
Hengel's motives. One of the hos­
tages, Zach Campbell, told the Asso­
ciated Press that Hengel "didn't really 
seem like he wanted to hurt anybody." 
Hengel fired multiple shots into the 
walls and objects in the classroom but 
never at a person other than himself. 
Campbell said that the class tried to 
keep Hengel calm throughout the du­
ration of the hostage situation by talk­
ing to him about things that he liked, 
such as fishing and hunting. 
One of the hostages interviewed 
on ABC stated that while talking to 
Hengel about these topics, he an­
swered back calmly but with nega­
tive comments, saying that he wasn't 
good at hunting or fishing. These are 
the few clues police have, yet they still 
have no hard evidence to provide an 
explanation for the events that took 
place. Police spent several days inter­
viewing people to little avail. 
"There is no common thread 
coming out of interviews regard­
ing motive," Marinette Police Chief 
Jeff Skorik said, according to ABC. 
"There is nothing unusual that is com­
ing out of investigation about this boy 
or his family". 
According to ABC, Hengel's mid­
dle school teacher and Scout group 
leader Keith Schroeder said, "This is 
unfathomable, even though the facts 
are in. I'm as puzzled as everyone 
else. There were no clues. There were 
no red flags." 
While the town continues to 
grieve for the tragic loss and make 
sense of what happened, they also give 
thanks to the teacher held hostage, 
Valerie Burd, whose efforts seemed 
to have prevented further tragedy that 
day. Burd stayed on the phone with 
police when Hengel refused to talk 
and directed arriving students to the 
safety of the library in order to make 
sure no one else was held hostage. 
"She saved the lives of many stu­
dents by her calm demeanor," Lambie 
said to The New York Times. 
Her ability to remain calm 
throughout the situation made it pos­
sible for the students to stay as tranquil 
as they could in order to keep conver­
sation going with Hengel. Burd's ca­
pability to remain calm could have 
been due in part to a drill the school 
held last fall, which showed instruc­
tors how to respond to a potential 
school shooter. 
Two days after the hostage situ­
ation, Fall Creek police chief Cory 
Schalinske called on the Eau Claire 
County Sheriff's Department for ad­
ditional training for new officers and 
teachers. "This happened in Marinette, 
and...it can happen here," Schalinske 
told ABC. 
The fact that school shootings can 
occur is worrisome, but officials have 
said that the best, and essentially the 
only, precaution is for schools to be 
as prepared as possible. Practice drills 
are the first step to better emergency 
preparation. 
Alexandra Nelson/TheVista 
ABOVE: A World AIDS Day volunteer car­
ries red balloons that match the red ribbon 
theme of Al DS awareness. 
RIGHT: Student organizations offer 
snacks, treats and information pamphlets 
to students walking by the Plaza Mayor on 
Wednesday, Dec. 1. 
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U.S. consumer wins food fight in Senate 
By Bianca Bruno 
Saying that America is the land of 
the free may be true, but we certainly 
are not the land of the free and protected. 
Congress has been behind the times, not 
voting on such important legislature as 
the repeal of Prop 8 and other critical 
issues that have been at the forefront 
of U.S. politics. However, the Senate 
has finally done something right. After 
much ado, the Senate overwhelmingly 
passed the FDA Food Safety and Mod­
ernization Act, a commonsense bill that 
will give the FDA the power to require 
mandatory food recalls, in addition to 
holding imported food to the same stan­
dards as domestically grown and pro­
duced food. 
The FDA oversees 80 percent of 
the nation's food supply, yet they were 
never able to take preventative steps in 
ensuring the health of the consumer and 
avoiding nationwide outbreaks related 
to foodborne illnesses. Up until the pas­
sage of the bill in the Senate, all food 
recalls were considered voluntary and 
were put into place by the food compa­
nies, not the FDA. 
The FDA will now be able to re­
quire mandatory recalls that grocery 
stores and food production companies 
will have to comply with. With the pas­
sage of this bill, large scale, high-risk 
food production plants will be required 
to participate in more frequent and 
thorough inspections as deemed neces­
sary by the FDA. The law also protects 
Americans from unsafe food that is im­
ported into the U.S. For the first time, 
imported food will be subject to the 
same safety standards as the food pro­
duced in the U.S. 
It is shocking to think that such a 
commonsense bill would have received 
opposition when it reached the vote in 
the Senate. If anything, a bill like this 
should have passed long ago, way be­
fore the days of contaminated spinach 
and salmonella outbreaks. But after be­
ing passed by the House more than a 
year ago, the bill has been singing the 
tune of the "Schoolhouse Rock" favorite 
"I'm Just a Bill," as it has been debated 
back and forth in the Senate before pass­
ing 73-25 in favor of the bill. 
Initial opponents of the Food Safety 
and Modernization Act were concerned 
that the new regulations could be det­
rimental to small farms and producers 
who wouldn't have the means to afford 
a major recall of their products. Senator 
Jon Tester of Montana added an amend­
ment to the bill that would make excep­
tions for small farmers and producers 
that sell their food locally and earn less 
than $500,000 a year. 
In an article by Tom Lutey in the 
Billings Gazette, Tester said that en­
forcing unrealistic restrictions on small 
farmers could ultimately do more harm 
than good. "If we can get more locally 
grown food, if we can get producers to 
connect up with consumers eyeball to 
eyeball, that's a positive thing," Tester 
said. "And I don't want to diminish 
that." 
The bill still has to pass in the 
House of Representatives and will 
then move on to be signed by President 
Obama. Obama applauded the biparti­
san passage of the bill in the Senate and 
strongly urged the House to pass the bill 
in a timely manner. According to a state­
ment released by the Office of the Press 
Secretary, Obama said, "With the Sen­
ate's passage of the Food Safety Mod­
ernization Act, we are one step closer 
to having critically important new tools 
to protect our nation's food supply and 
keep consumers safe." 
Obama has been a strong proponent 
of revamping the food system in Amer­
ica, and First Lady Michelle Obama 
has been an activist for the fight against 
childhood obesity, which has been cel­
ebrated through her Let's Move! cam­
paign. 
This bill is the straw that will break 
the back of the laissez-faire food regu­
lation and consumer protection that 
our government has had for the past 60 
years. This bill, if signed by President 
Obama, will be the first step of improv­
ing our nation's food system. 
This bill is a victory for the con­
sumers that make up the American pub­
lic, and takes a stance against corruption 
within the big business sector the makes 
up our food system. The Food Safety 
and Modernization bill is a realization 
of the changing appetite in the U.S. for 
better consumer protection and equal ac­
cess to healthy food. 
The feminist 
and the hair 
By Kendra Osburn 
It was the third night in a row that 
I had gotten into bed after 4 a.m. and it 
was the sixth day in a row that my busy 
schedule had not permitted me to shave 
my legs. 
Fearful of what my fellow females 
would say upon seeing my unshaven 
legs, I drifted off to sleep developing an 
argument against body hair removal. 
Originally, the argument was 
meant to be tongue-in-cheek - a quick 
retort for those dim-witted enough to 
balk at the little brown hairs now stand­
ing at attention on my lower legs - but 
pretty soon, after a few more evenings 
of late nights and busy scheduling, I be­
gan to believe my own arguments and 
genuinely question my participation in 
this cultural routine. I officially stopped 
shaving. 
My roommate was supportive (she 
knew it was only a matter of time), my 
boyfriend was intrigued (he too, knew 
it was only a matter of time) and Brent 
Tuttle (who is not half the misogynist 
the many make him out to be) laughed 
and made a snide comment before prais­
ing me for my gumption. However, the 
interested onlookers (the people who 
didn't know me well) were not as quick 
to surrender their long-held societal 
standards. Women, wide-eyed in dis­
belief, usually launched into a defense 
that included, "I like smooth legs," "it's 
good grooming" and "it's, like, five ex­
tra minutes in the shower!" while men, 
many of whom recoiled (one even re­
pressed a gag), often laughed and said, 
"Good luck getting a date!" 
Before presenting my case, let us 
begin with a brief history of body hair 
removal. As article length prohibits me 
from going back to the neanderthals 
and their hair pulling, teeth filing days, 
I will start with the 20th century. In 
1901, King Camp Gillette, along with 
MIT engineer William Nickerson, pat­
ented their first safety razor. By 1915, 
Gillette wanted to expand his purchas­
ing pool from men to women and, in 
conjunction with the new sleeveless 
fashions, created a problem that women 
didn't know they had - underarm hair. 
In what is now fondly referred to as 
The Great Underarm Campaign, Gil­
lette and their advertisements won over 
women and we've been shaving our 
underarms ever since (legs came later 
See HAIR, Page 9 
Dreams for the 
decade 
By Sarah Jorgensen 
As 2010 and a full decade come 
to a close, it is easy to focus on the 
things that have changed in our world 
and the negative things that have 
happened. We have lived through a 
devastating series of terrorist attacks, 
a flurry of business and political 
scandals, the rise of YouTube, Apple 
and the iPod, and the introduction of 
excessive autotune as an acceptable 
form of music. A lot has happened, 
but I wanted to take this opportunity 
to look ahead to what I hope will 
happen in 2011, and the next decade 
to come. 
First and foremost, I sincerely 
hope that Don't Ask,Don't Tell is fully 
repealed. This could happen during 
Congress' current lame duck session, 
but with predictions of a bureaucratic 
standstill, this seems unlikely. I can 
only hope that the congressmen and 
women will respect the findings of 
the recently released Pentagon study, 
which found that the vast majority of 
service men and women do not mind 
the presence of openly gay military 
members. Not only would it save 
the country millions of dollars that 
are wasted yearly over this law, it 
would also gain a new willing and 
able sector of military personnel. 
Our country boasts for "equal rights 
for all" and it is absolutely absurd 
that this group of people is denied 
the full rights of citizens because 
of antiquated opinions about their 
sexual orientation. 
Beyond changes in our country's 
laws and regulations, I am really 
excited about the recent outpouring of 
user-generated content we have seen 
in the past 10 years. It is incredible to 
think that YouTube didn't exist before 
2005 and that sites I check daily like 
Facebook, Twitter and Tumblr have 
only popped up in the past couple 
of years. Websites like Etsy allow 
for individuals to create their own 
online stores for their handmade 
wares. I am amazed by some of the 
beautiful artwork I see on Tumblr 
and Deviant Art every time I browse. 
It really shows that there are some 
incredibly talented "normal" people 
among us. There is a website for every 
interest, ranging from vintage to video 
game parodies to gluten-free recipe 
blogs. This cultural shift has already 
had measurable effects on our society. 
It is clear that this trend is continuing 
to blossom and evolve, and I can't 
wait to see what continues to happen. 
On a global economic and 
political scale, I think that we will 
witness, within the next decade, the 
rise of countries we would never 
have expected to be powerful. Brazil, 
India and, as most people know by 
now, China are becoming the new 
frontiers of business and opportunity. 
The U.S. has enjoyed fairly unrivaled 
hegemony in the 20 years after the 
Cold War, and it will be interesting 
to see how the world order shakes out 
once these other countries become 
major economic players. Even with 
its newfound wealth, China is still 
far from being a true competitor 
with the U.S., but as the Chinese 
people struggle for new freedoms and 
challenge the old norms, 1 am sure 
that China will present a challenge 
to U.S. foreign policy. We shall see 
if our government strives to forge a 
positive or competitive relationship 
with China. I hope for the former. 
To quote John Lennon, "You may 
say I'm a dreamer, but I'm not the 
only one." Millions of people in this 
country and around the world are also 
yearning for these progressive and 
positive changes in our society. We 
have come incredibly far in 10 years, 
and my optimism in the good faith 
of people and our world tells me that 
we can go just as far in the decade to 
come. 
Bell ringers banned in D.C. 
Giant Food tells Salvation Army, "Bah! Hnmbug! 
By Alexandra Bozich 
As we are now in the month of 
December, it seems appropriate to 
start thinking of all those things that 
remind us of the holidays. One of the 
most popular symbols of this time of 
year are bells. Between all the songs 
about bells, including "Jingle Bells" 
and "Jingle Bell Rock," and the bells 
on Santa's sleigh, nothing sounds more 
like the holidays than a good jingle. 
However, there are some well-known 
bells in particular that have stopped 
ringing during this winter season. 
Most people are familiar with the 
Salvation Army and its tradition of 
ringing bells outside of grocery stores 
in hopes of collecting donations for 
its Red Kettle Campaign. The money 
from the Red Kettle Campaign 
is used for many charitable 
programs, such as stuffing 
stockings for kids in need, 
maintaining shelter beds for 
the homeless and those with 
drug and alcohol problems, 
providing holiday toys for the 
needy and paying utility bills. 
However, the Salvation Army 
is worried about meeting its 
collection goals this year due 
to customers in Washington D.C. who 
have complained to the grocery store, 
Giant Food. 
Giant Food released a statement 
saying, "Giant is committed to 
supporting the communities in which 
we operate... In order to best serve 
our customers, and not hinder their 
shopping experience, it is necessary 
that we operate within established 
guidelines." 
Well, here's a question for Giant 
Food. What about the people who are 
less privileged in your community? 
What about the people who are losing 
jobs and rely on Salvation Army for 
help? 
After receiving complaints from 
customers about Salvation Army 
employees collecting donations 
outside of the grocery store, Giant 
Food has limited the amount of time 
that Salvation Army employees may 
stand outside to collect money for 
its 2010 Red Kettle Campaign. As 
of now, according to Myfoxdc.com, 
Giant Food is allowing Salvation 
Army to ring their donation bells one 
week in November and one week in 
December. 
Before complaints, Salvation 
Army was given six weeks, and now 
they are only given two. Last year, 
when it had six weeks, the Salvation 
Army claims that it was able to collect 
about $1.3 million in the Washington 
D.C. metro area alone. This year, the 
goal has been raised to $1.6 million, 
but that was before it knew about the 
Giant Food restrictions. Audrey Barnes 
from Fox 5 News in Washington D.C. 
reported that after one week of bell 
ringing, Salvation Army donations are 
down more than $75,000 compared 
with last year. 
The change that the cashier 
hands over to you could make a world 
of a difference for someone else, and 
those are the people who Salvation 
Army is trying to assist. 9)9) 
With the donations down and the 
Salvation Army having limited days 
outside of Giant Food, Steve Morris, 
the Area Commander Major of the 
Salvation Army, is asking a favor 
of the people of Washington D.C. 
"We're just asking people when you 
see a kettle to get involved with it and 
give a little more maybe than you did 
last year," he said, "because you might 
not see them as often." 
Hopefully the people of 
Washington D.C. are hearing the 
Salvation Army's cry, because it is 
apparent that it are in need of help. 
With it being the holiday season, 
maybe people will be more apt to 
listen. 
It's understood that people are 
suffering from job loss and a poor 
economy, but it's still very shocking 
that enough customers would actually 
make complaints about someone 
ringing a bell and asking for a very 
small sum of money to be donated for 
reputable causes. In fact, Salvation 
Army accepts any donation that it 
can get and it does not set a specific 
amount that needs to be donated. It 
will accept change right out of your 
pocket if that is all you have or are 
willing to give, and even that money is 
what has helped the organization raise 
incredible amounts in past years. 
According to NBC Washington 
D.C., about 33,000 people will be 
seeking assistance from the Salvation 
Army between now and Christmas 
day. It's incredibly sad to think that 
there may be some people who won't 
be helped out this year, all because 
some customers were annoyed by the 
ringing bells. Isn't this the season to 
be jolly? Evidently not all customers 
in Washington D.C. think so. One 
woman who was interviewed 
on NBC Washington D.C. 
stated, "They're in the way. 
Don't bother me. I'm going 
grocery shopping, and I don't 
want to be bothered." At least 
she is able to buy groceries, 
unlike many of the people 
who Salvation Army is trying 
to help through its Red Kettle 
Campaign. 
As the holiday season is 
upon us and the madness of shopping 
begins, look for the friendly Salvation 
Army employees with their bells and 
red kettles. While it may seem like 
an annoyance, think about those who 
they are helping. If you're fortunate 
enough to walk into a grocery store and 
walk out with a purchase, remember 
those who are not able to do so. The 
change that the cashier hands over to 
you could make a world of difference 
for someone else, and those are the 
people who the Salvation Army is 
trying to assist. 
If you're interested in helping out 
the Washington D.C. area, you can log 
onto www.salarmydc.org and make a 
donation. According to WND News, 
Salvation Army will still be present 
regularly outside of WalMart stores, 
Starbucks, Safeway, Macy's and many 
other retailers. Let's be thankful for 
them, but to Giant Food, I say bah, 
humbug. Where's your holiday cheer? 
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Does it matter where you go to college? 
With reputation comes opportunity 
By Michael Lvi 
The general consensus shared by an overwhelming majority of college students is that the 
current financial climate in the U.S. will be indicative of a fledgling job market after graduation. 
According to The Los Angeles Times, the unemployment rate in California is estimated at 12.4 
percent while the nationwide unemployment rate is estimated at 9.8 percent. Even though the 
economy has steadily improved over the past few months, it has not al 
leviated the uncertainty that has dogged college students regarding 
their futures. With employment con­
tinually being outsourced to Brazil 
and India, many have begun asking 
this poignant question: does it matter 
where you go to college? 
Yes! The simplest of reasons 
range from an active and exten­
sive network to better career op­
portunities. US News & World 
Report has released its list of 
the top-ranked univer 
sities for 2011. 
All of the Ivy 
League's pres­
tigious institu­
tions are placed 




biases and political 
undertones have played 
a substantial role in the 
formation of these rank­
ings, schools that are lo­
cated in the upper echelon 
offer a full array of under 
graduate majors, masters, and 
doctoral degrees. The compe­
tition is extremely arduous for 
highly sought-after employment 
in certain sectors, especially whenv""~ having a Bachelor's Degree or Master's Degree may not 
be sufficient. However, the playing field is exponentially elevated when a Bachelor's Degree or 
Master's Degree is achieved from the University of Southern California in comparison to Loyola 
Marymount University. This can be attributed to the affluence USC has generated through its wide­
spread networking channels and notable alumni. 
Overcoming the massive fluctuation in the economy, and guaranteeing job stability and finan­
cial security is contingent on education first and foremost. The advantage of attending UCLA or 
Vanderbilt is that prospective employers will be more prone to paying attention to one's applica­
tion. Such schools reign supreme in terms of distinction and influence, causing financial corpora­
tions, law firms and medical companies to sweeten their initial offer and add bonus incentives. 
I'm already anticipating that there will be some backlash and criticism from those examining 
my every word. It would be asinine and impractical to suggest that one's future will be firmly intact 
if he or she attended an Ivy League school because life is never constant, but rather everchanging. 
Nevertheless, I've noticed that students applying for an internship or job through USD have been 
beseeched by numerous challenges. The two most well-known graduates from USD are Ivan Se-
idenberg (Chairman and CEO of Verizon Wireless) and Jim Parsons (Sheldon Cooper of "Big Bang 
Theory" on CBS). Such successes supposedly signify that USD has garnered eminent success with 
its alumni though still beleaguered with limitations. 
My future has been hanging in the balance since the beginning of the recession and I've often 
succumbed to the notion that when graduation approaches in 2012, the landscape will remain dis-
combobulated and unsettled. As an optimist and pragmatist, there will be a sharp turnaround of the 
economy and sizeable decline in unemployment. Despite this display of exuberance, I believe that 
everyone should take advantage of the opportunities afforded to him or her. Nonetheless, it's dis­
paraging knowing that the American dream has morphed into just having the ability to stay afloat. 
College experience is up to the student 
By Martha Grabarek 
Which college will provide the most post-graduation opportunities? This is a common question 
asked by incoming college students. The pressure to choose the "right" college has been pervading 
high schools for years. Some argue that if a student doesn't attend a prestigious college, they will 
have a disadvantage in the job market. However, studies have shown that this is not the case. The 
National Bureau of Economic Research found that those who 
attended elite colleges (measured by high SAT scores) 
did not have higher post-graduation incomes. Take 
Oprah Winfrey, for example, who graduated from 
Tennessee State. Although this is not an "elite" 
college, she is still a very successful 
woman. 
All this goes to show that it 
does not matter what college 
you attend, but rather what 
you do once you're 
there. As The New 
York Times 
a r t i c l e  
t i t l e d  
" W h a t  
You Do vs. 
Where You 
Go" states, 
'The key to 
success in college 
and beyond has 
more to do with 
what the students do 
with their time during 
college than where they 
choose to attend." 
Studies have shown 
that the success of the 
student depends completely 
on their motivations and 
Hai ley  Means /TheVis ta  / ambitionS. A Student who 
attends a non-elite school yet 
has a resume filled with extracurricular activities is more appealing than someone who has simply 
attended an elite college. The key to success is to partake in numerous clubs and organizations and 
to gain experience in many areas. Employers are more interested in the knowledge you actually 
acquire than the ranking of the school you attended. Even if the school is prestigious, that does not 
mean the attendee was an excellent student. 
Thus, the diverse educational experiences are not only different between universities, but also 
within a single campus. An article in Forbes further discusses this matter. It explains that in the 
latest National Survey of Student engagement, "90 percent of the variation in students' perceptions 
of the quality of their undergraduate experience occurs within instead of among campuses. This 
means that the same students at the same schools are not having the same experiences." 
Different experiences can be due to something as simple as one's major. Perhaps the business 
school is better staffed than another department, then business students will have a better experience. 
Another scenario could involve advising. If a student picks an advisor with a lot of experience 
and connection, the advisor has the potential to provide better advice. These small decisions can 
make a huge impact on a student's experience. 
Career services also play a large part in helping their students prepare for the real world. The 
counselors and advisers have the ability to improve both a student's resume and interview skills. 
Within career services, alumni relations help build connections for students entering the job market. 
It no longer matters what you know but rather who you know. With sites such as USD's ToreroLink, 
students have an advantage when applying for jobs. 
It does not matter how high your college is ranked. Even if the college is highly ranked, a 
student's success is based primarily on their decisions. It is important to get involved and pay 
attention in class. The knowledge you gain and the experiences learned are what matter. An 
employer wants someone who can present themselves as intelligently in person as they do on paper. 
Idaho rape law loophole unfair for unmarried women 
Designation of "rape" should not be reserved for husbands and wives 
By Nicolle Mona 
Due to a glitch in Idaho's rape 
law, two men were recently set free 
from jail. All charges against them 
were dropped for a crime they were 
guilty of committing, solely because 
the woman abused was not married. 
It seems radically unethical that these 
men may walk free because their 
victim was unmarried. 
According to the Idaho 
Statesman, an intoxicated woman 
in southwestern Idaho was tricked 
by her then boyfriend, Zachary 
McGraw, into having sex with a 
stranger named Cielo Sanchez last 
summer. However, according to 
Idaho rape laws, this woman's rights 
are not protected because she is not 
married. According to subsection 
seven of Idaho Code 18-6101, rape of 
a woman by deceit and concealment 
is only unlawful if she believes the 
perpetrator is her husband. 
In other words, if the person who 
tricked her into having sex with the 
stranger was her husband it would 
be illegal. However, since it was just 
her boyfriend, it was okay for him to 
disrespect and abuse this woman. It 
is inconceivable that this one word 
makes a difference when the act being 
committed is the exact same horrid 
thing, despite the marital status of the 
victim. 
Bound by this law, Fourth 
District Judge Cheri Copsey felt as 
though he had no choice but to let 
these men go. According to the Idaho 
Press-Tribune, Judge Copsey knew 
what had happened was despicable 
but felt that there was nothing she 
could do about it. Judge Copsey went 
on to say that the key word in the law 
is "husband," and that because the 
woman thought she was having sex 
with her boyfriend, the Idaho law 
does not protect her. 
If this was a case of murder and 
not rape, Idaho law would say that the 
person who commited the crime is 
guilty, regardless of whether or not the 
person they murdered happened to be a 
member of their family. Intentionally 
killing someone is murder, no 
questions asked. Why should rape be 
any different? It shouldn't be. This 
woman was violated and that should 
be all that matters. 
This malfunction in the law 
brings to mind one very important 
question: was the law worded this 
way on purpose? Change.org makes a 
very valid point questioning whether 
it is possible that Idaho lawmakers 
purposefully excluded an unmarried 
woman's protection against rape in an 
attempt to create a fear of premarital 
sex. 
It is sad to think that this may be 
the case, but it is an honest concern 
that comes to mind. It is appalling 
to think that the law can exclude the 
protection of certain people in an 
effort to control the actions of others. 
This type of law has no place in 
our legal system just because some 
people are irrational beings who 
only care about themselves. If these 
people know they can get away with 
violating or hurting someone else, 
what is stopping them? 
Whether you live in Idaho or 
across the country, it is presumable 
that most everyone is offended by this 
law. Just because a woman does not 
have a ring around her finger doesn't 
mean that her right to protection 
and privacy should be taken away. 
If anything, one could argue that 
unmarried women are more at risk of 
being raped, considering that they are 
still out in the dating world meeting 
new men. This is not a matter that 
should be taken lightly and is a law 
that absolutely must be changed. 
The rape law must be revised to 
recognize that deceiving a person into 
sex is rape, no matter what the marital 
status is of the victim. According to 
the U.S. Department of Justice, on 
average, a woman is raped every 
two minutes in the United States. No 
matter her marital status, a woman will 
still feel the same amount of pain and 
anguish from such a serious crime, 
and her rapist should be punished for 
such heinous acts. 
Whipped Lightning continues specialty alcohol trend 
By Joseph Shoeri 
USD students, still distraught 
over the banning of Four Lokos, may 
have found the next place to get a 
sugar-induced buzz - on top of their 
ice cream sundaes. 
Whipped Lightning, a 36-proof 
alcohol-infused whipped cream, is 
quickly becoming a popular party 
topping on college campuses. The 
"whipahol," which is sold in a can just 
like regular whipped cream, comes in 
nine different flavors. The product's 
website describes Whipped Lightning 
as "a one-of-a-kind alcoholic 
beverage that's sure to excite your 
inner Whipologist." 
The unclear definition of 
"whipalogist" notwithstanding, it 
does not appear to be coincidental that 
Whipped Lightning has arrived on the 
scene just as Four Lokos are leaving 
it. While Whipped Lightning has not 
proven to be nearly as dangerous for 
drinkers as Four Lokos are, there are 
some similarities between the two. 
Both are high in alcohol content, 
sweet-tasting and not very healthy for 
the consumer. The question lingers: 
will the young drinkers that enjoyed 
Four Lokos cross over and join the 
Whipped Lightning movement? 
"Who's going to be able to 
look cool walking into a party with 
an aerosol can?" asked MJ Salt, a 
skeptical USD senior and former 
Four Loko drinker. "Four Lokos were 
great because they combined two of 
my favorite things, energy drinks and 
malt liquor. I don't think Whipped 
Lightning is going to be the same for 
me." 
The impracticality of Whipped 
Lightning will probably keep it from 
becoming as popular as Four Lokos 
were.Other than being used as a 
topping for shots, Whipped Lightning 
does not seem to be as applicable to 
the college social scene. 
While Four Loko drinkers, such 
as Salt, would not think twice about 
drinking them at a party, it might 
take some more courage to show up 
somewhere with Whipped Lightning 
on a Saturday night. 
However, Whipped Lightning 
should easily have more staying 
power than Four Lokos, which 
were banned just five years after 
being introduced to the U.S. market. 
Although Whipped Lightning will 
never be a part of a balanced diet, it 
also does not pose nearly as many 
health risks to its consumers as Four 
Lokos did. 
According to the Rocky 
Mountain Collegian, Four Lokos 
were extremely harmful because 
the high caffeine content caused 
drinkers to feel less drunk and more 
awake, resulting in them drinking 
extremely high amounts of alcohol. 
Whipped Lightning may expand one's 
waistline, but it is not going to play 
a part in hospitalizing them without 
some serious help. 
"I have no problem trying 
Whipped Lightning. In fact, I am 
looking forward to tasting it," USD 
senior Max Lane said. "Four Lokos 
were basically a heart attack in a can. 
I never touched them, but Whipped 
Lightning doesn't seem like it can 
hurt anybody." 
Lane was not too far off in his 
description of Four Lokos. In fact,CBS 
News reported that Four Lokos' self 
promotion as "liquid cocaine" did not 
sit well with the federal government. 
The drink's removal from the market 
was almost inevitable. 
Whipped Lightning will start 
to make its appearances in the USD 
community, but whether or not it 
becomes a huge hit will be another 
story. College students looking for 
a quick way to get drunk will not be 
able to turn to Whipped Lightning 
like they could Four Lokos. The 
"whipahol" is going to have to satisfy 
a more sophisticated taste. Whipped 
Lightning consumers could run the 
risk of a stomachache. 
"Four Lokos were definitely bad 
for you, but how much Whipped 
Lightning is someone goipg to have 
to consume before they start to feel 
anything?" Salt asked. "I'm a fan of 
whipped cream, but not to the point 
where it is going to get you sick." 
The jury is obviously still out 
on the newly-arriving Whipped 
Lightning, and the party topping has 
a long way to go to have as much 
of an influence on the USD campus 
as Four Lokos did. For now, the 
product's marketing team should just 
be satisfied that no one will refer to 
Lightning as "whipped cocaine." 
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Monica Mallard observes Congressional antics 
By Sarah Jorgenseri 
Monica Mallard has spent her 
fall semester as an intern on Capitol 
Hill, but she has witnessed some odd 
occurrences during this month's Lame 
Duck session... 
Working on Capitol Hill has al­
ways been a pretty wild job. I mean, 
the most I usually had to do before the 
Lame Duck session began was mak­
ing photo copies or fetching the oc­
casional vanilla bean frappucino from 
Starbucks for Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid (he has a real sweet tooth). 
I was carrying a stack of papers down 
the hall and bumped into Speaker of 
the House, Nancy Pelosi (she and her 
pursed lips were very unforgiving). 
But recently, things have gotten pretty 
out of control. Christmas madness has 
hit Capitol Hill. 
For those of you who don't know, 
the Lame Duck session occurs every 
election year. It is the Congressio­
nal time period right before the new 
elected officials begin their terms in 
January. Notoriously, nothing happens 
during the Lame Duck session. 
It all started when Republican 
Sen. Tom Coburn of Oklahoma ar­
rived to a session of Congress one 
day in November sporting a long, 
scruffy beard. When I politely asked 
him why he decided to abandon his 
clean-shaved look in exchange for a 
disgusting, scruffy beard, he explained 
that he was participating in No-Shave 
November before taking his seat and 
crossing his arms defiantly. This was 
right around Thanksgiving, and I 
could tell that the Senators were start­
ing to get antsy. 
Affairs in the Senate came to a 
head when microphones picked up 
Democratic Sen. Michael Bennet 
of Colorado saying, "It's all rigged. 
I mean, the whole conversation's 
rigged." CSPN-2 quoted him and it 
was all over the news. After his com­
ment, he put on a Santa hat and turned 
on Bing Crosby's Christmas album 
on his iPod and sulked. He was dis­
appointed in the fact that the senators 
. don't receive the whole month of De­
cember off to prepare for the holidays 
and felt that it was "rigged" to make 
for a miserable Christmas season for 
him and his colleagues. 
Things were quickly deteriorating 
in the House, too. When Republican 
Rep. Joe Barton of Texas was asked 
to compile a simple PowerPoint pre­
sentation to prep his peers for the new 
year's congressional battles against 
the Democratic administration, what 
he presented was clearly made two 
hours before the session began. He 
compared himself and other House 
members to famous World War II fig­
ures. He even went as far as writing 
in his presentation that he wants "to 
be George Patton - put anything in 
my scope and I will shoot it," and was 
quoted by NBC. When asked why he 
had created such a low-grade presen­
tation, Barton grimaced and muttered 
something under his breath about 
ABC's 25 Days of Christmas movie 
series. 
Another terrible presentation was 
given by Republican Rep. Steve King 
of Iowa, as he presented a rebuttal to 
Congress' recent decision to give repa­
rations to American Indians as well as 
some African Americans. He, too, act­
ed carelessly when he said that Obama 
supported the decision because he was 
"very, very urban," as quoted by Me-
diaite. He then raced back to his seat, 
pulled out his Advent calendar to open 
the door for that day and eagerly ate 
the chocolate inside with a delighted 
look on his face. Clearly, this presen­
tation had been the last thing on his 
mind. 
I'm not sure what will be com­
pleted during 2010's Lame Duck ses­
sion, since none of our government 
workers can focus on anything besides 
Christmas. The talk of yesterday's ses­
sion only concerned Santa's impend­
ing visit to Congress and what each 
congressmen wanted to ask him for 
Christmas. I didn't hear any wishes 
for certain laws to be passed, but I did 
hear a lot of talk about the iPad. 
Natalie Kunstadter/The Vista 
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Letters to the Editor Policy 
The Vista strongly encourages letters to the editor from students, 
faculty, staff, administration and the community. 
Correspondence should be sent to kperry@usdvista.com 
with the subject line "Letter to the Editor." 
Submissions must be limited to 300 words and include verifiable 
contact information. 
Letter content will not be edited for clarity, style or grammar in 
order to preserve its authenticity. 
The Vista does not publish anonymous letters, those addressed to 
a third party or letters in poor taste. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
Letters to the Editor 
Our letter is in response to Ms. Regina Griffing's opinion piece on the DREAM 
Act. 
The DREAM Act is a bipartisan piece of legislation that will give undocument­
ed students a pathway to citizenship. This would not grant permanent legal status 
to anyone for at least 10 years, and it's only limited to individuals with good moral 
standing and that enlist in the military or complete two years of higher education 
towards an associates or bachelors degree. According to First Focus, the DREAM 
Act has the support of 70 percent of Americans, the College Board, countless civil 
rights leaders, colleges and military personnel, as well as major corporations such 
as Microsoft and Pfizer. 
American Voice Research on Immigration Reform estimates that approximate­
ly 800,000 young people will benefit from the DREAM Act (not 2.1 million illegal 
immigrants). The DREAM Act makes student loans and work-study possible, but 
does not make Pell grants or other types of free federal aid available. These federal 
loans must be paid back with interest and will eventually contribute to more revenue 
for the US. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates that enacting the bill 
will reduce deficits by about $1.4 billion dollars over the 2011-2020 period 
The DREAM Act is an investment in the future of the country. The CBO esti­
mates those changes would increase revenues by $2.3 billion over 10 years. These 
young adults could eventually infuse trillions of dollars into our economy over their 
working lifetime. If Congress fails to pass this, an entire class of outstanding, law-
abiding students will be unable to attain the higher education that employers de­
mand. 
This tragedy will cause the United States to lose an essential asset: an educated 
class of promising immigrant students and servicemen who have demonstrated a 
commitment to hard work and who possess a strong desire to become contributing 
members of our society. 
-Rebecca Garcia-Rangel, UFMC Staff Member, ESSO E-Board 
Thank you for bringing attention to some of the issues facing our neighbor and 
friend to the south, Tijuana, in Ms. Bozich's article "Mexico's border town issues 
have direct impact on U.S.", which appeared in The Vista in the issue dated No­
vember 18,2010. I could not agree more that our proximity to Tijuana and Mexico 
necessitates that we understand what is happening there and that we take an interest 
with a watchful eye. However, I would also encourage us to put into greater per­
spective the War on Drugs currently unfolding in Mexico. 
To be sure, there are dangers associated with travelling to Tijuana, especially 
in light of recent violence among the city's drug trafficking organizations. Nobody 
questions that. However, there are many places that are also dangerous in both the 
United States and in many locations where our own students receive an international 
study abroad experience. New Orleans, Detroit, Baltimore, and Camden, New Jer­
sey are cities within the United States that have similar or higher rates of homicide 
compared to Tijuana. And as a part-time MBA student, I will be taking two courses 
during the 2011 winter intersession in Rio de Janeiro, which is also a very violent 
city with extraordinarily high rates of homicide and violence. To the extent that all 
of these places have high homicide rates, these cities are also relatively "unsafe." 
What is important in visiting these places is to minimize risks, be aware of one's 
surroundings, and avoid partaking in dangerous activities or behavior. There are 
areas of any city where you need to exercise caution, whether it is in Tijuana, Rio 
de Janeiro, New Orleans, or San Diego. We cannot let such areas prevent us from 
enjoying the amazing experiences these cities have to offer. 
• 
-Charles Pope, Assistant Director, Trans-Border Institute, MBA Candidate 2012 
THE VIS EDITORIAL BOARD Kaitlin Perry, Editor in Chief Kendra Osburn, Associate Editor Allie Safran, Managing Editor Chelsea Robinson, Feature Editor Bernadette Smith, News Editor Sarah Jorgensen, Opinion Editor Mitch Martineau, Arts & Culture Editor Chris Hanneke, Sports Editor 
Resolutions should inspire rather than expire 
Every time January 1 rolls around, people are abound with resolutions to improve their 
lives, their bodies, their minds and, oftentimes, their bank accounts. We are conditioned 
to believe that New Year's Day is that line of demarcation where the past is "so last year" 
and the future is filled with nothing but carpe diems. Somehow, a simple change in the 
number of the calendar year becomes the necessary spark plug to initiate great changes 
in the way we all think. 
So what about a resolution to end all resolutions - namely, a resolution to not make 
any resolutions at all, an anti-resolution. Making a resolution 
implies absolutes, which are hard for fallible human beings 
to handle. Say, for example, a person says, "My New Year's 
resolution is to stop gossiping. It's mean, and uneccessay, so 
I'm going to quit." This person has now committed herself 
to never again gossip about people she knows personally 
or are just mere acquaintances. If she does, she breaks her 
resolution and starts again from square one. The problem 
with this, aside from the potential to relapse and once again 
become a gossiping baffoon, is that it embodies a black and 
white mentality: either you quit gossiping and make it, or 
gossip once and fail. There is no time for self-introspection, or a consideration for what 
the root of the problem may be. 
People perform better when the mentality behind their actions is flexible and forgiving, 
allowing for mistakes here and there with the overall hope that one day unnecessary 
gossiping will entirely cease. Rather than striving for an absolute and sudden change of 
behavior, it is better to strive for a slow change and progression toward your ultimate 
Hi Rather than striving for an 
absolute and sudden change of 
behavior, it is better to strive for a 
slow change and progression toward 
your ultimate goal. 55 
goal. If a person's goal is to have a more healthy lifestyle, they may consider walking to 
class more often, rather than taking the tram, or snacking less often on candy and other 
novelty treats. Once a person adopts such a simple step to overall wellness, the pathway 
to making bigger changes opens up. After successfully walking to class a few times, you 
might consider adding in a yoga class or kickboxing session. 
The new year can offer the opportunity for baby-step improvements in academics too. 
With the turn of a new semester upon us after Christmas break, the couple days before 
class assignments pick up is a great time to attack a disorganized 
desk drawer, or actually write something down in an otherwise 
unused planner. This time is also a prime opportunity to arrange 
schedules for more study time, or more visits to office hours. 
Our lengthy Christmas break allows time for introspection 
and re-prioritization. Do I really need to be a member of six 
different clubs? Do I really need to go out on Thursday nights 
as well as Friday and Saturday? The Vista Staff urges you to 
take this vacation time to relax, revitalize and evaluate your 
college experience thus far. This is important in order to tackle 
our challenging course work and college lifestyles in the most 
effective and enjoyable way possible. 
We at The Vista wish you a happy and very relaxing holiday season, new year 
and ensuing vacation. Even if you do decide to pursue a new goal with all of the new 
beginnings on our horizons, don't put too much pressure on yourself. There is never a 
better time to begin to tackle a goal than the present. You don't need a brand new year or 
semester for that. 
The views expressed in the Opinion section are not necessarily those of The Vista staff, the University of San Diego or its student body. 
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"We are such stuff as dreams are made on, and our little life is r 
rounded with a sleep." V 
- William Shakespeare 
An experiment in femininity, social norms and hairy legs 
tween, it's up to you to raise your stan­
dards. If enough women decided that 
they were no longer going to settle 
for the misogynistic man who pees on 
the seat, doesn't call back and blames 
his infidelity on his penis (see "Num­
ber One" by John Legend and Kanye 
West), men would be forced to rise to 
this new standard and appreciate you in 
your most natural state. This isn't just 
about leg hair now. He will appreciate 
you for your "Glee" obsession, love 
of Lady Gaga and addiction to frozen 
yogurt in the same way that you will 
attempt to understand his addiction to 
video games and contempt for women's 
basketball. 
At this point, it should come as no 
surprise that, as a communication stud­
ies major and a psychology minor, I am 
a huge nerd when it comes to research. 
During this last shaveless semester, I 
conducted my own case study on my­
self. I wanted to know if my femininity 
was intrinsically tied to hairless legs. 
My hypothesis was that it was not. 
To fully submit myself to this 
study, I made sure that I did not hide my 
legs under jeans or tights, instead show­
ing them off in public for everyone to 
see. I wore skirts, dresses, jumpers, 
shorts and high heels, and made sure to 
behave in the same way I would had my 
legs been follicle free. 
Now, four months into my "study," 
I'm fairly furry by social standards and, 
interestingly, I have never felt sexier. 
There's a confidence that comes from 
standing up for what you believe, and 
that confidence makes me feel ebul­
lient, and feminine. 
When people see that I have 
stopped shaving my legs, usually they 
have two questions for me: For how 
long? Why? 
As I have already addressed the 
latter, I will conclude by answering the 
former. I will continue to not shave un­
til someone gives me a convincing ar­
gument for why I should. Until then, I 
will proudly sport hairy legs and under­
arms and sing encomiums to Simone de 
Beauvoir. 
You don't need to boycott the razor 
to be a feminist, however you do need 
to get up every day and make your own 
decisions, independent of King Camp 
Gillette, shallow men and prevailing 
social norms. My choice to not shave 
is just as valid as your choice to shave, 
however, please make sure your choice 
to shave is conscious, informed and 
media-literate. 
HAIR, continued from Page 6 
when the 
hemlines started inching upward). This 
means that women shave today because 
of some old man's greed and his really, 
really good advertisements. 
Many societal norms, such as stay­
ing on the correct side of a highway, are 
extremely important to follow, as they 
directly impact other human beings. 
However, I cannot think of anyone 
who I am "hurting" by breaking this 
particular societal norm. (To remind 
you, this societal norm was invented 
by a man so that he could make more 
money.) While both men and women 
have selfishly argued that I am hurting 
their eyes, or even hurting myself by 
voluntarily excluding a good portion of 
the dating market (apparently, accord­
ing to these people, clean shaven legs 
are very important if I don't want to 
have an impotent partner), personally I 
would not want to date a man who is 
shallow enough to spend his time wor­
rying about leg hair. I can't help but 
wonder what might happen if I take 
longer than Heidi Klum to work off 
the baby weight? Or I develop eczema 
all over my face? Or lose my hair in 
chemotherapy? Would he still love me 
then? 
After recovering from the abhor­
rence of my perceived betrayal, a good 
number of female friends that I casu­
ally interviewed have alluded to the 
"silky smooth" post-shave feeling as 
the reason they choose not to challenge 
the system. "It's just too comfortable!" 
they said. To which I respond, yes, it is 
far too comfortable living in your own 
self-imposed cave where you do things 
just because society tells you to. Do 
you know the joys of feeling the wind 
in your leg hair? No, because you were 
told at a young age that running a razor 
over 45 percent of your body at the first 
sign of an obstinate follicle was normal 
and you haven't looked back since. 
Even beyond the smooth feel­
ing, there is a general consensus that 
shaved legs are indicative of good 
grooming. Many argue that shaving 
is more hygienic when really, accord­
ing to Women's Health Magazine, 
body hair removal "create[sj a portal 
through which bacteria can enter the 
body. What's more, the process creates 
inflammation which can trap bacteria 
beneath the skin. All of this sets the 
stage for skin infections." 
Photo by KendraOsburn 
The author's leg hair, which she has let grow over the course of four months, in comparison to two of her male friends' legs. 
To be honest, I spent the last eight 
years of my life shaving, not question­
ing and apparently harvesting a cess­
pool of bacteria on my legs and under 
my arms. It's odd to me that not once 
during my 8,320 minutes shaving in the 
shower (10 minutes per shave, twice a 
week, 52 weeks a year for eight years), 
I never (not even when I took a chunk 
out of my heal and bled all over the 
bathroom only to find a piece of dead 
skin rolled up behind the razor the next 
day) wondered, "Why do I do this?" 
Do the math and that's five days shav­
ing. I can think of so many other things 
I would rather be doing besides remov­
ing my own leg hair. I would rather 
get 10 extra minutes of sleep, read 10 
more pages in my book, write a thank 
you note, start an episode of The Office, 
do some morning yoga, take my dog for 
a walk, get through half of Jillian Mi­
chael's "30 Day Shred," make a home­
made lunch, blog, start a revolution or 
do one of the 143,021 other things on 
my to do list. 
Before continuing with my case, 
I'd like to respond to the men who said, 
"Good luck getting a date!" I find it 
laughable that you are so shallow. Let 
me elaborate. 
Men, I would hope that you would 
find it sexier for a potential romantic 
partner to stand up for what she or he 
believes in rather than for them to con­
cede to society's gendered "standards." 
Think about it. As the first wave femi­
nists famously said, it would be an in­
sult to you to be involved with an ig­
norant, uninformed woman. According 
to Simone de Beauvoir, one of the first 
women to vanguard feminism, "No one 
is more arrogant toward women, more 
aggressive or scornful, than the man 
who is anxious about his virility." 
So to the men who said, "Good 
luck getting a date," once again I am 
humored by your ignorance. You, being 
someone who clearly has something to 
hide and overcompensate for, should be 
worrying about the dating prospects for 
yourself, not me. 
I am fortunate enough to have a 
boyfriend who is equally committed to 
crawling out of his own cultural cave 
(he is an anthropologist in graduate 
school for cultural studies) and after 
playing devil's advocate for three hours 
with me, I had deflected every argument 
and won his approval. He too thinks my 
leg hair is sexy, and I think he is sexier 
for not being like every other male fol­
lowing the rules of hegemonic mascu­
linity and scorning unshaven legs or 
hairy armpits. 
Women, I would encourage you to 
find a significant other like mine. Be­
fore you start protesting that this type 




and a few 
SIXTHREEZEROS. 
Drop off locations: DPS/ SLP/ Cross Roads/ Maher Hall. 
Info: 619-260-7777 
Thank you. 
Beach bikes without the hassle of 
beach traffic. 
619-276-1145 
1211 Morena Blvd 
San Diego, CA 
USD community, please assist the Department of Public Safety to 
donate new Teddy Bears to assist Rady Children's Hospital. The new 
teddy bears will be delivered by USD Public Safety along with other 
Law Enforcement agencies to the hospital on the month of December 
of 2010. Please help us represent ! 
Rebates on most ELECTRAS. 
We specialize in BEACH BIKES for 
the whole family. 
Easy freeway access and onsite parking, 




The VUta'j Gift-Giving Guide 2010 
By Cheldea Robindon, Natalie Kundtadter, Kaitlin Perry and Kendra Odburn 
Finally, the modt wonderful time of the year had arrived. Peppermint lotted are veiling at 
Star bucko, dtreetd are illuminated by holiday Ugh to and Uggd are back in fad h ion. Even 
though San Diego weather id not bedt duited to the deadon, you can help dpread dome wintry 
cheer to the dpecial people in your life. The Vidta dtaff had compiled thid eady-to-ude grid to 
take with you on your holiday d hop ping dpree. Sure, money and dockd are predictable go­
to eh o iced, but why be predictable when your peerd have expounded a variety of original gift 
idead for you to uoe? Whether you need a gift for a family member, dignificant other, friend \ 
or pet, the Vidta gift-giving guide id dure to provide you with the perfect gift idea for the 
people (and animald) you care about the modt. 
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Mom: If you re thinking about not getting your mom a gift, go to your room! For the fashionable mother, a nice si&H (many are on 
sale at bluefly.com) will keep her warm during the winter season. If she's eager to learn how to photo-edit all of the family memories, get her 
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Every dad deserves a great gift for the holidays, but not all of us can squeeze a 3D TV into our college studenl budget. An 
outdoorsy, active dad will love a Best Made Axe for chopping down wood for the fire, while a more epicurean dad might enjpy a meal of fine 
oysters with a classy bottle of Black Label scotch. 
Brotner: Sure, you guys fought when you were younger, but a good gift makes up for that one sucker punch i| fth grade. I he 
stylish bro would appreciate a Ralph Lauren pocket scarf to woo the ladies, but if he's on the geeky side, an old school Atarqconsole will have 
him bowing down to you for a while. If you're stumped, a gift certificate to his favorite restaurant is a sure hit. ^ 
Sister: The best thing about having a sister, if you're a girl, is sharing clothes. The best thing about having a sister if you re a guy is, well, 
meeting her friends. A jewelry making kit will help unleash her creativity and, if she is artsy, a cool tapestry is a great accompanimen to her Anthro­





>yrnena L • The holidays are the best time to spoil your hunny. Your creative boo will think a homemade scjifapbook is a 
thoughHul gift. An adventurous guy will certainly propose to you if you get him a ride in a Nascar racecar (sessions cost $ 1 If 
and, if he's over 21, he will thoroughly enjoy a Beer of the Month Club membership. 
I Skit, 
riena LI Even though Valentine's Day is right around the corner, it's no excuse to ignore the gift-giving opportunity provided by the 
month of December. If your girl likes to express herself, acting classes will complement her personality. For the subtly stylish girl, Papyrus stationery is a 
great, safe bet. If she designs clothes, get her a dress form. If you're looking to impress, a trip to Las Vegas or a fancy sushi dinner wil|certainly woo her. 
BFF • You know them better than they know themselves. You probably already have their gift wrapped in your cloiet, but for those 
who don't, fear not! An inspired individual would be glad to hear that you had a star named after him or her and, if he or she is over 21, a 
keggerator will surely get them in the happy holiday spirit. 
•fflitMWW , w< 
Friends with Benefits: Here at The Vista, we cover all of our bases (no pun intended). 1 Sat being said, 
there may be that certain someone who you feel obligated to acknowledge (even though you're not obligated to, technica i Iy| »le or she may 
appreciate that you got them a webcam for Skyping - with their parents! Let's just leave it at that. .••A*. 
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No holiday is complete without your beloved pooch getting showered with gifts. The tech-savvy pup will enj< 
ing from*Tns or her collar, but for the less posh pooch, a set of tennis balls will make him go crazy. Actually, we are pretty si 
would enjoy a set of tennis balls. 
Puppy Tweet-
i that any dog / 
* 
i&7 
Weird Roommate: Everyone has had that roommate who stays up late on the computer, lookinga> who-knows-
what and talking to whatshisname. This individual will really appreciate a make-it-yourself picture frame from Michael s, ifT or she is artis­
tically inclined. If he or she parties too much, watch "Intervention" with them (sober). 
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Christmas music that is not about Christmas 
By Kaitlin Perry 
Christmas music is disgustingly 
sweet, much like those trick candy 
canes that are overly fruity rather than 
pleasantly minty. With simple lyrics 
like "let it snow, let it snow, let it snow" 
or "jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all 
the way," these irritating songs get 
stuck in your head for the duration of 
December, and it's quite miserable. For 
those annoyed with the music that de­
fines the season they love, there is still 
hope. 
Within the indie music sphere lie 
hidden gems that can be categorized 
as "Christmas music that is not about 
Christmas." The songs that fit into this 
newly created genre have a wintery feel 
to them and usually mention snow, cold 
weather, hot beverages or childhood, 
and serve as a reminder of what the 
season is really about - family, friends, 
comfort and relaxation. Below is a list 
of songs that suit the season and will 
make gift-wrapping and small talk with 
your relatives a bit more bearable. 
Fleet Foxes: Suitable for cabin trips 
and long drives through snowy moun­
tains. 
"White Winter Hymnal" 
This song is about children in 
scarves walking through the snow. 
It has the same kind of structure that 
many of the more traditional Christ­
mas songs have, but it has a much more 
intellectual and symbolic story to tell. 
It's certainly fun to sing along to, and 
it makes road trips seem much shorter 
and more adventurous. 
"Oliver James" 
This song is a simple addition to 
a "sit by the fire and read a Steinbeck 
novel" playlist, as it is leisurely and has 
lyrics about Oliver James, who is lost in 
the rain (typical weather for the holiday 
season). 
"English House" 
This song is absolutely beauti­
ful. The melodies are pleasant, relax­
ing and perfectly suited to waking up 
in the arms of your significant other as 
you look forward to a delicious mug of 
pumpkin spice coffee. 
"Blue Ridge Mountains " 
This song is perfect for the holi­
day season as it begins with a message 
to the lyricist's brother about how he 
missed his connecting flight to the Blue 
Ridge Mountains of Tennessee. Such 
a situation is common during travels 
from state to state, and many listeners 
can sympathize. They can then sing 
along to the beautiful remainder of the 
song as they wait sadly and anxiously 
for their family member to arrive safely 
at the airport. 
Beware of "Icicle Tusk" 
This tune has a wintery title but is 
in no way comforting or Christmassy. 
It's about murdering the father of a coal 
miner's daughter. Don't put this on any 
holiday playlist. 
The National: Suitable for intel­
lectual holiday gatherings at which you 
Industries fail, 
music prevails 
By Mitch Martineau 
Much speculation and concern has 
been focused on music's future. How 
will artists support themselves when 
their works of art, or failed attempts 
at art, are downloaded for free on the 
Internet? How much will musicians 
have to charge fans for their T-shirts 
in order to earn enough income to eat? 
What will happen to record company 
giants like Warner Brothers and Capi­
tal Records if they no longer have a 
product to sell? Is capital punishment 
too extreme for those caught illegally 
downloading? 
While these questions are all very 
thought provoking, they are the wrong 
questions to ask. It is important to dif­
ferentiate between the future of music 
and the future of the music industry. 
The music industry is just as the name 
suggests, an industry, which is struc­
tured to supply music to the consumer, 
money to the musicians and even more 
money to the record companies. This 
money is then divided up to pay execu­
tive salaries, office rent, distribution 
costs, advertisement expenses and a 
range of other costs. Any money left­
over is then distributed to shareholders 
or reinvested in the record company. 
This system has been the same 
ever since the invention of the phono­
graph. While some people might com­
plain that this system is all corporate, 
there is nothing inherently wrong or 
unethical about the system. The major 
problem with the system is that it rec-
quires a great deal of money to sustain 
itself. 
Illegal downloading has lead to 
a decrease in record sales. Coupled 
with the recession and less disposable 
income, the music industry is desper­
ately thinking of solutions to keep the 
system afloat. 
The future of music, however, is 
only slightly related to the future of 
the industry. Music history has been 
around for 50,000 years, while the cur­
rent music industry is about 100 years 
old. Wonderful music was created be­
fore Warner Brothers, and I am confi­
dent that wonderful music will be cre­
ated after the inevitable fall of Warner 
Brothers. 
Contrary to popular belief, Mo­
zart's primary source of income was 
not merchandise sales. Before large 
record companies decided which art­
ists should be popular and make mon­
ey, the state played this identical role. 
Artists would get commissioned by 
royalty to compose symphonies, op­
eras, concertos, etc. Similar to modern 
record companies, kings and queens 
would have specific requests for the 
music, and ultimately the royalty had 
the final say. 
Commissioned pieces were not the 
only source of revenue for musicians. 
In 18th century Vienna, prominent no­
bility hired Mozart to teach their chil­
dren music. Just like today, when mu­
sicians cannot support themselves on 
solely writing and performing music, 
music education is often an option. 
The means in which music is de­
livered to listeners is bound to drasti­
cally change in the coming years. Re­
cord companies will be forced to either 
downsize or reinvent the structure 
of the business. Ultimately a system 
needs to be created to more effectively 
and efficiently transfer money directly 
from consumer to producer. 
Is it fair that the world cannot 
support every aspiring musician? Un­
fortunately, it is kind of fair. When the 
world's social, economic and political 
structures are drastically disorganized 
it is unrealistic to expect a system that 
can support a great amount of musi­
cians. 
The most important point is that 
music transcends economic and politi­
cal structures. Regardless of whether 
musicians receive their income from 
nobility or the public, musicians will 
persevere and further develop the art 
of music. 
discuss the true meaning of Christmas, 
the psychology behind telling children 
that Santa exists and the religious over­
tones of the holiday season. 
"Green Gloves" 
Though the lyrics of this song are 
a bit invasive, the speed of it is perfect 
for the idling conversations one has 
as the night grows late and the spiked 
apple cider settles into a satisfied stom­
ach. The deepness of the lead singer's 
voice greatly influences the quality of 
conversation because it makes people 
feel wiser. 
"Gospel" 
With the lyrics "hang your holiday 
rainbow lights in the garden," "Gos­
pel" is probably the only song in this 
list that actually mentions the holidays. 
It's mellow and uses the piano as its pri­
mary form of instrumentation. Most in­
tellectuals can play the piano, so this is 
a perfect way to show your friends that 
you appreciate the instrument as well. 
Belle & Sebastian: Suitable for 
catching up with high school friends 
when back in your hometown for 
Christmas break. 
"The Fox In The Snow" 
This is yet another great morning 
song. When waking up to the first snow 
of the season, one is often overwhelmed 
by how pure everything appears to be. 
To take such feelings even further, ana­
lyze the lyrics of this song while you 
wait for the heater to warm up your 
cinnamon-scented living room. 
"Winter Wooskie" 
The lyrics of this song are also 
about snowy weather, as well as the 
things one ponders when they see a 
pretty girl. It's sweet and lightly ro­
mantic, which is perfect because no 
one wants anything heavy on his or her 
shoulders when they're wearing pounds 
of cold weather clothing. 
Beach House: Oh, the irony. Beach 
House's older albums are suitable for 
rainy, cloudy, darkly cold days that in­
spire nostalgic thoughts about the won­
ders of childhood. 
"Childhood" 
Christmas was most important 
back when Santa still existed, and the 
lyrics of this are reminiscent of toys and 
the "heartbreak of our loss," which, for 
the purposes of this article, can be in­
terpreted as referring to the loss of the 
mystery that is Santa Claus. 
"All the Years" 
This song is a perfect sing-along-
song for the hot showers that are taken 
only as a means of warming your ice-
cold body if you can't afford to turn 
on your heater. It also contains dreamy 
lyrics about icicles in heaven, which is 
where Jesus is, so it can tie in to the true 
meaning of Christmas as well, if you so 
wish. 
Beirut: Suitable for those who would 
rather be in Europe over the holidays. 
Interestingly enough, the lead singer of 
the band was influenced by Eastern Eu­
ropean music, which is geographically 
where a decent amount of Christmas 
folklore originated. 
"Forks and Knives (La Fete)" 
For those that live in a snowy 
place, play this song while venturing 
out in a coat and boots to go Christmas 
shopping, followed by enjoying a cold 
weather lunch with a friend. The song, 
could very well inspire you to go into 
a Hallmark store and admire the many 
Christmas figurines and stuffed ani­
mals. Whatever you do, don't read the 
lyrics, they will certainly take away the 
wintery effect of the music. 
"La Banlieu" 
This song continues the ideas con­
veyed in "Forks and Knives," but in a 
lyric-less way that leaves the song com­
pletely open to interpretation. It is best 
suited for a very formal Christmas party 
at which your parents are in attendance 
and the Christmas tree is color coordi­
nated with red and gold ornaments. 
If you disagree and think that it is 
absolutely necessary to listen to Christ­
mas classics, Sufjan Stevens' Christmas 
song collection is quite entertaining, as 
is A&C Editor Mitch Martineau's favor­
ite Christmas album ever, "A Christmas 
Together," by John Denver & The Mup-
pets. One of the most beautiful Christ­
mas albums of our time, however, is 
Martina McBride's "White Christmas." 
Odd, but true, and easy to play on repeat 
while you open the mounds of gifts un­
der the tree on Christmas morning. 
Kanye West shares his dark twisted fantasy 
By Olivia Martinez 
While Kanye West may not always be loved by the pub­
lic, society can't deny the masterpiece that is "My Beautiful 
Dark Twisted Fantasy." After a preview into his fifth studio 
release at this year's MTV Video Music Awards, West's an­
ticipated studio album premiered at the top of the Billboard 
200 with 496,000 copies sold in its opening week. This is 
West's fourth straight chart-topping debut, selling more than 
2004's "College Dropout" and 2008's "808s & Heartbreak," 
but still less than 2005's "Late Registration" and 2007's 
"Graduation." 
The album takes listeners on a journey with a flashy 
mixture of beats, featuring many notable artists in the music 
industry, from Kid Cudi to Elton John, and Jay-Z to Bon Iver. 
West pushes his experimental limits, challenging what a rap­
per should talk about, but comes out strong, proving once 
again why it is we love to hate him. The 13-track compilation 
tests the integration of a spectrum of musical genres, while 
maintaining the feeling of the original hip hop era. 
With unapologetic tracks like "Runaway," West stays 
true to his self-absorbed character, all within a beautiful mix 
of strings, piano and electronic harmony. The unique sound 
of "Lost in the World" exposes West's ability to master all 
different genres, beginning with a sample from "Lost in the 
Woods" by Bon Iver and a tribal-sounding drum solo to kick 
things up in the middle. Though West is often criticized for 
his ability to rap, his rhymes in "Gorgeous" highlight his ca­
pability to verse. He continues to expose his talent as a pro­
ducer in tracks like "So Appalled" and "Monster." 
The only real disappointment was in "Blame Game." 
The heartfelt love letter ends in a brutal murder, but the two-
and-a-half minute rambling is worth it just to hear "All of the 
Lights." 
Although West's album was met by overall praise, I may 
seem biased since I didn't join the "Hate Kanye" bandwagon that 
resulted after his execution of Taylor Swift at the VMA's last 
year. In order to provide a fair analysis, I asked some of our own 
Torero's for their two-cents on the album. 
"I think it's definitely a concept album and Kanye definite­
ly indulged in experimentation," junior Michael Lu said. "I'm 
mixed up on the album because 1 do appreciate everything Kanye 
has done over his career, I just think he tried a little too hard on 
this album to incorporate different genres together. He's a decent 
rapper but an amazingly talented producer." 
Junior Sean Sales said that while "Fantasy" holds no com­
parison to West's third release, "Graduation," he feels that this 
daring compilation allows West to separate himself from all his 
other work. "I've only briefly listened to it, but so far what I 
heard is good. I especially enjoyed his first single, "POWER," 
but "Monster" and "All of the Lights" are pretty tight too," Sales 
said. 
While Lu and Sales agree that "Fantasy" exposes a new 
sound, sophomore Adam Ballard believes this is what makes the 
album so great. 
"I think Kanye is constantly pushing the boundaries," Gal-
lard said. "In terms of whether this stays true to his style, I feel 
it's twofold. On one hand, I feel an artist constantly needs to be 
pushing the boundaries of what is to be expected, and on the 
other, what is produced is many times in direct relation to the 
current or past events that hold significance in their lives. I feel 
Kanye has matured in his music, and has produced an album that 
really speaks to his creativity as an artist. In addition his sam­
pling of 'Lost in the Woods' from Iver, to an unreleased sampling 
of 'Popular' from the musical 'Wicked,' shows an ability to bring 
different genres together." 
Whether you're a fan of West's character or not, giving "My 
Beautiful Dark Twisted Fantasy" is definitely worth the time and 
money. Just let the music speak for itself. For the price of one 
trip to the SLP, you'll get what is sure to be one of the greatest 
albums released this year. 
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USD's own songstress, Lanee Battle, releases sophomore album 
LANEE, continued from Front Page 
aired on Vhl last Sunday night. 
The Vista: Your first album garnered a big reaction from the gospel community, correct? 
Lanee Battle: Gospel is my first love. I love gospel music, but I definitely wanted to step outside of 
that genre and cross over to some other genres (jazz, neo-soul, R&B) because my music is all of that. 
It's not just for one genre. 
V: So you're inspired by a lot of different sounds. 
LB: Absolutely. When you listen to my music, it doesn't sound like your typical gospel hymn. It's soul­
ful, it's jazzy, it's hip hop, it's all of that. 
V: How did your album release party go? 
LB: The release party was so awesome. It was a sold out event. We actually had to turn people away. 
As sad as that was, it still was a good thing because it was standing room only and it was an amazing 
night. I didn't expect it to be like that. I didn't know there were going to be so many people. I know that 
I have supporters here in San Diego, and there were some people that flew in from New York and from 
the Bay Area, so that was pretty exciting. I knew about them, but to see the overwhelming response 
from the people in San Diego was just amazing. 
V: Did a lot of the USD community attend? 
LB: It was very diverse. There were people from different churches, because I not only sing in church 
venues but 1 do jazz. I sing at a place in Little Italy called Anthology as well as Bing Crosby's in Fash­
ion Valley. The crowd was just so diverse. College students, you name it, it was all kinds of people 
there - a rainbow coalition! I love that. Specifically working here in the Center for Inclusion and Di­
versity, that was my goal. I wanted to make sure that it wasn't just one race there, but different people 
that could hear my music. There were over 200 people. We probably should've used a bigger room, but 
since I play at Humphrey's sometimes it was just better for me to do it there since I'm so well known. 
Humphrey's By the Bay is one of the premiere jazz places here in San Diego. Any and everybody that 
is in the jazz industry or music business comes to Humphrey's. 
V: How did you get into all of this? What is your musical background? 
LB: As a little girl I sang in church choir, in school chorals and also I play flute. I got my start there. 
I've always just loved, loved, loved music. 
V: How did you get into the recording/performing area? 
LB: It's weird, what I remember is really falling into it. I mean I was always in music growing up. I 
was in marching band and jazz band. I remember in my early twenties really getting involved in music 
through my next door neighbor, who is a really well-known person here in San Diego. His name is 
Lenny Renkins, he's known as "Fuzzy." He's really well-known in the jazz and blues arena. I would 
always hear music coming from his place next door, and one day I saw him loading equipment into his 
truck. I introduced myself and I was like, "What are you doing? Where are you going?" He was like, 
"Oh, I'm playing at a spot. You should check it out." I did, and he started having me sit in with him. 
Then he started having me do background vocals like session work for him and stuff. That's really how 
a lot of it started. This person, this next door neighbor who got me into doing the whole recording thing 
because he had a whole studio. I would just help him out by doing background vocals and you know, 
demos for different people. 
V: Were there other people that helped you along the way as well? 
LB: There have been so many people that have contributed to my start in recording, even like KIFM 
98.1.1 met a gentleman, Eric J. Chambers, who is one of the radio announcers who always puts on dif­
ferent programs around San Diego. We just met and I happened to have a demo and he was playing it 
on the radio. There've been some great open doors for me — things that I didn't even really ask for that 
kind of like, fell into my lap. It's crazy. It's bananas. 
Photo Courtesy of Lenee Battle 
Lanee Battle blends neo-soul, jazz, R&B and pop on her latest album "This is My Story." 
LB: I don't know if it's something that actually happens, but there is this overwhelming joy that comes 
over me and I'm in another place. It's like some zone or something that you get into, I don't know exactly 
how to explain it. It feels good when you get a response back from the audience as well, when you know 
that they're enjoying your music and they appreciate what they're hearing and feel inspired. I want my 
music to build up people, to encourage them to hang in there, keep getting up in the morning making it 
happen and just stand. Because sometimes all you can do is just stand. A lot of people don't know what 
their purpose in life is, but I know my purpose - it's to help people. Now my passion is singing, so my 
purpose and my talent go together so that through my music I encourage people, I uplift people. 
V: Would you do a concert here on campus sometime in the future? 
LB: It would be lovely. Actually Angela Young over in the orchestra, she and I have talked about me be­
ing a special guest at some point with the orchestra. So maybe that's something that will be in the future. 
Also, I'm trying to get hooked up over in O'Toole's to come and do a little bit of jazz there on Monday 
or Friday nights, during happy hour or something like that. 
V: I hear you're working on a music video as well. How is that project coming? 
LB: Yeah, we did a video shoot for "This Is My Story," which is the title cut for the new CD. It's not 
quite ready yet - we're still editing it. We're trying to work out some bugs. We shot it on location at this 
beautiful estate up in Poway next to Tony Gwynn's home, at a friend of my camera guy's home. We took 
a walk through the house and around the grounds and stuff. It's beautiful. We shot for at least eight or 
nine hours, it started with hair and makeup and all of that. 
V: Do you think you would have another seven-year gap until your next project? 
LB: No way. I doubt it. I hope not, but that was just a pruning time, a time of restoration going through 
some personal things, but I'm good now. I'm on my way to some great, great things back to back. V: Do you have a favorite place to perform? 
LB: Not necessarily. I just love to be in front of a crowd. Whoever is listening, even if it's two or three 
people, you know, it's all good. As a matter of fact, we've got some stuff coming up where last year I 
did some Christmas caroling out at a couple of the trolley stations. Over in the Southeast San Diego - . . th. 
area Councilman Tony Young, who's in the fourth district, approached me about doing that and he takes me is good. I dream big and I like the best and I 11 keep striving for just that, whatever that may 
said,' "Lanee, let's encourage the people as they're going to work," Monday through Friday or what- be. Not any particular one thing, but if I had to say something it would just be summed up as, A . 
ever, you know just a couple of days to get them into the holiday season. So we went and set up camp 
there with a sound system and KUSI covered it, so the news media was there. I just sang Christmas 
music, or inspirational music and a lot of people actually missed their stops because they were late 
getting on. They were late to work. I'm like, "You can't be late for work!" But they wanted to hear the 
music. We'll be doing that again coming up on the 22nd or 23rd of December. 
V: Do you have an end goal in mind? 
LB: I want to do it all. 1 want to win Grammies. 1 want to go as far as 1 can possibly go. Wherever it 
l .  
< 
want it all. 
V: It kind of reminds me of that movie "Elf." 
LB: That's my favorite! That is totally my favorite movie. I love it. But other than that, it can be two, 
or two million people — it doesn't matter. I love to do it. 
V: You write your own songs, correct? Where does that come from? 
LB: I do a lot of writing. It comes from life experiences. It can really come from anywhere. It could be 
a friend, or something that I see on TV, but generally it tends to come from things that I've been through 
personally or maybe even things that family friends have gone through. I believe in real life music be­
cause 1 think people can relate to the real stuff. I mean, here's the thing, different trials and stuff that we 
go through as people, it's not necessarily for us but it's to help other people, so that we can encourage 
other people with our stories. There's a particular song on the new album, it's called "It Ain't About 
You." Basically it talks about just that. Everything that we go through in life is really to help somebody 
else. Yes, we'll probably get something out of it - we'll get strengthened, get encouraged, and we'll 
get inspired, but ultimately it's to share that information with somebody else so that you can help them. 
V: What was the recording process like in the studio? 
LB: It's been seven years since I recorded my first project. Biblically, the number seven is a number 
that comes up in the Bible all the time. It represents completion. I like that. In the last couple years, it 
took me two full years to record the new project. It was a long process, working full time and still just 
having a life. It took two years to get it totally completed. It was great. It was just me driving back and 
forth up north to the L.A. and Ontario area with the producer that I was working with. It was hard, a lot 
of money, a lot of time, but I was committed to doing it. When you're passionate about something, you 
do what you do to make it happen, and I love doing what I do. 
V: Do you have a warm up process that you go through? 
LB: I do some breathing techniques, as well as just some humming and a couple of vocal exercises. 
You don't take the gift lightly. You take care of it and you cultivate it, and you study. Although it's a 
natural gift, you have to take care of it, so I don't take it lightly at all. You've got to get plenty of rest, 
drink plenty of water and you keep it movin'. Here today and gone tomorrow. I'm grateful for it. 
V: I know that you have a ton of musical influences, but do you have one or two that are your favorite? 
LB: I love Nancy Wilson from the jazz area, I love Aretha Franklin - Aretha's just soulful. I love 
Yol'anda Adams. I pick people from the different genres just because I'm inspired by all of them. The 
Police -1 love the Police. I love hip-hop. People think I'm bananas but there's something about hip hop 
that just makes me happy. I like the clean hip hop though, things that are gonna encourage and uplift. 
Some of the other stuff, it has a great beat though, but it's hard to block out some of that bad stuff. I'm 
just inspired by so many different genres. I love classical music too. You name it, I love it. 
V: Do you have a lot of close family members that have been supporting you through the process? 
LB: Oh yeah, my mom and my dad, my godfather and his wife as well, totally support me, my sisters 
and'tons of nieces. My church family is really, really supportive of me. I've attended this church here 
locally for about 15 or 16 years, and they've been very supportive. 
V: What church is that? 
LB: It's Bayview Baptist Church over in southeast San Diego. You can check it out at Bayviewbc.org. 
Asa matter of fact, one of the professors at San Diego State has the students come and do their cultural 
plunge at our church. It's pretty cool to see the diversity of different people coming in and feeling that 
plunge into the whole gospel, Baptist feel. It's a pretty lively church, no sittin' around there. We rejoice 
and we make a joyful noise at my church. 
V: Was there a specific point at which you decided, "Oh hey, this recording, and performing thing is 
really something I want to do," or did it just evolve over time? 
LB: It evolved. I got so busy. I kept getting requests from different people, doing weddings, you name 
it - funerals, whatever. Whatever it was, you know, "Can you sing a song?" Baby showers, you name 
it. 1 do the anthem here for the university, and for the Rock 'n' Roll Marathon. I've been with the Rock 
'n'Roll Marathon for the past lOor 11 years. I've participated with the USD Choir as well as for the All 
Faith Services, just all kinds of stuff. I don't ever want to limit myself. 1 kind of want to get into some 
movie stuff, too, at some point. Maybe do a little bit of acting, or maybe even get one of my songs on 
a movie. A soundtrack would be cool. 
V: You could become one of those triple threats! 
LB: Right, right. Work on my dance moves probably. I can do a little move here and there. 
V: What is it like for you when you perform in front of audiences? 
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Talents of USD benefit Rady Children's Hospital 
By Lindsey Weintraub 
Typically, one uses their God-
given talent for their own self-interest. 
When a gifted group of USD students 
get togther, however, their talents can 
be used to benefit a good cause. Gam­
ma Phi Beta and Beta Theta Pi's fund­
raiser for Rady Children's Hospital, the 
Almost Famous talent show, brought 
together entertainment, philanthropy 
and friends at USD's Sports Center on 
Thursday, Dec. 2. 
In addition to the money generated 
by ticket sales, raffle tickets were sold 
to increase revenue. A Tiffany & Co. 
necklace, a trip to Las Vegas, Lakers 
tickets and gift cards from iTan, Nord­
strom and Fiji Yogurt were just a few of 
the prizes students could win. 
Seniors Alex Bozich and Taylor 
Shramo were the Masters of Ceremo­
nies, and helped transition each act with 
playful commentary and a dash of hu­
mor, while DJ Austin Campbell kept 
the mood fun and upbeat. The perform­
ers, comprised mostly of USD students, 
stepped out of the shadows and em­
braced the spotlight. 
Junior Colette Turner, took the 
stage for a special showcase before 
the talent show. An enthusiastic audi­
ence greeted her, eagerly anticipating 
her performance. Turner, who has 
performed at Open Mic Night and last 
years Almost Famous event didn't dis­
appoint, and succeeded, getting the au­
dience in a musical mood and ready for 
the rest of the show. 
Christopher Ngo and Spencer Lee 
performed a version of MGMT's "Elec­
tric Feel," with Ngo on acoustic guitar 
and Lee on vocals. They gave the pop­
ular song new meaning, as they slowed 
the tempo and added sensuality. The 
lyrics that are typically difficult to in­
terpret in the original version of "Elec­
tric Feel" became identifiable, bringing 
a new awareness to its sultry lyrics. 
Junior Tracy Zetts performed a 
spunky and charming rendition of 
"Taylor the Latte Boy," singing instead 
"Gordie the Latte Boy" with sopho­
more Gordie Nash, who prepared cof­
fee complete with an Aroma's polo. She 
portrayed a familiar cat and mouse ro­
mance with both class and humor. 
Sophomore Will Everett of local 
band The City Walls provided an enjoy­
able musical experience full of energy 
and originality. The City Walls came 
to the stage with a quiet confidence. 
Everett commanded the microphone 
and was clearly comfortable on stage, 
bringing movement and expression to 
his vocals. Sophomore Taylor Harrell 
danced to NeYo's song "Beautiful Mon­
ster," with partner Parker Dearborn, in 
a fast paced, spicy number. The fun, 
energetic dancing was reminiscent of 
"Dancing with the Stars." 
Senior Rachel Horgan started on­
stage by saying she hadn't juggled in 
years and to "just go with it" if she 
dropped anything. However, Horgan 
juggled with great ease, tossing disks, 
pins and even an apple to the amaze­
ment of the audience. 
To those incredulous about her 
practice regimen, Horgan confessesed, 
"1 used to juggle all the time in elemen­
tary school and occasionally I'll juggle 
some cell phones at parties, but in terms 
of Almost Famous, probably one or two 
hours." Maybe juggling is a little bit 
like riding a bike. Regardless of her 
preparation for the performance, she 
was impressive. 
Singing dominated Almost Fa­
mous Treble Threat, USD's a cappella 
group, performed their staple, "Stand 
by Me." Senior Tolan Shaw performed 
an original song featuring Beau Osland. 
Seniors Oliva Burd and Alex Marthol 
performed next, followed by senior 
Sean Kammann, who persevered de­
spite technical difficulties during his 
performance of Trains "Drops of Jupi­
ter." Sophomore Talyn Fiore then sang 
to Pink's contemplative "Glitter in the 
Air," followed by junior Ryan Evans 
and senior Arnold Palacios, who ac­
companied the singing of junior Tracy 
Zetts. 
The USD Dance Company danced 
to a mash-up of popular songs, show­
casing their versatility in a talented per­
formance. 
Although each performance 
shined, judges Cinda Lucas, Jared 
Blakeley, Evelyn Cruz and Omar Prim-
itivo picked one winning act. The win­
ners were sophomores Kyle Creasy on 
acoustic guitar accompanied by singer 
Kelsey Schulte, who delighted the au­
dience with a delectable rendition of 
Fiona Apple's "After You've Gone." 
Schulte's stunning, deep vocals ex­
pertly navigated the song, propelling 
its emotional velocity and commanding 
the attention of the audience. 
At the curtain call it wasn't just 
about the performances. "I truly ap­
preciate all the time and effort every­
one involved with Almost Famous gave 
for this worthy cause," said sophomore 
Christina Brunini, a member of Gamma 
Phi Beta who played a role in the orga­
nization of the event. "I am really hap­
py we were able to raise almost $4,000 
for Rady Children's Hospital." 
Sophomores Kyle Creasy and Kelsey Schulte were the winners of the talent show Almost Famous on Dec. 2. 
Photo byTierneyTrujillo 
LEFT:Taylor Harrell and Parker Dearborn excited the crowd with a spicy dance to NeYo's "Beautiful Monster.' 
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By Kaitlin Perry 
In about two weeks, if all goes as 
planned, I will be partaking in my im­
mediate family's first ever real vacation. 
While my family and 1 have "vaca­
tioned" in Maui for a soccer tournament, 
and "vacationed" in New Zealand for 
five weeks to meet my father's side of 
the family, we've never really been 
able to vacation to relax. This prob­
ably sounds outrageous to most people 
at USD. Every single one of my friends 
vacations on a regular basis, and while 
they do so I sit at home and blog about 
a world I don't really know as well as I 
should. That's not to say I'm bitter and 
unworldly, I've had my fair share of ex­
periences, but because my family lacks 
money and time, vacations have never 
been an option. 
Having both a busy and costly 
lifestyle (thank you tuition) means no 
time to vacation in beautiful, exotic, icy 
places during the holiday season. It also 
means that I've never had a real spring 
break, I've never studied abroad, I've 
never been to Mexico and I've never 
been to Europe. Any extended trips con­
sisted of visiting colleges, attending car 
shows that featured hot rods (and hot 
guys) or traveling around Southern Cali­
fornia to watch my sister play in week-
end-long soccer tournaments. It may 
sound like a pleasant variety of events, 
but colleges were intimidating, I'm not 
too knowledgeable about cars and I'm 
not very good at playing or watching 
sports. 
However I am good at dressing for 
cold weather, and I'm definitely good 
at drinking hot beverages and watching 
classic movies, so a trip to Big Bear is 
certainly my cup of hot cocoa. It's al­
ways been a dream of mine to write a 
novel in a cabin. Usually in this dream 
I'm cuddling a few cats while my hus­
band writes music and plays his guitar 
by the fire, but I'm sure the reality of this 
trip to a land of snowflakes will be just 
as cozy. Though my family and I won't 
be staying in a cabin (just a regular 
house) and I'm not married (yet) and we 
are only going to be in Big Bear for five 
days (definitely not enough time to write 
a novel), we will certainly be having the 
cutest time of our lives. 
Plans are nonexistent because 
none of us ski, snowboard or know 
how to build snowmen. Fortunately for 
me, I have no interest in participating 
in winter sports and thus will be more 
than content sitting in my pajamas and 
working on a short story. At this point in 
my life I have come to realize that writ­
ing is all I want to do. Whether or not 
I'm good at it, I'm not really sure, but 
I know that I'm good at spelling and I 
know how to think about weird things, 
and to me that's a cold weather recipe 
for creative success. 
I'm also very fortunate that my 
family is cool. My dad has the best jokes 
you've heard (he told me once that he 
had a dream about eating a giant marsh-
mallow, and when he woke up his pillow 
was gone!) and likes the music I like. He 
also has amazing taste in movies and 
cooks a mean steak. My mom (whom 
I've written about quite a few times) is 
shorter than me, also enjoys the music 
I enjoy and lets me borrow her snug-
gie. My sister, as many now know, is 
the coolest person in the world, and I'm 
excited to combine my writing with her 
sketches to create a beautiful collection 
of our December musings. If only my 
cats could come too (they are a great 
source of inspiration). 
But of course, like all college stu­
dent hopes and dreams, all of the above 
depends on my place of employment. 
Many managers (ahem, Gap) tend to not 
understand that if I have to work on the 
day after Christmas, I can't go home at 
all, and I will end up spending Christ­
mas by myself. No thank you. All I want 
for Christmas is to be able to spend it 
with my family, in a snowy place, far 
far away from San Diego and all real 
responsibilities, and if I have to quit my 
job as a hostess in order to do so, I will. I 
was never really a fan of being verbally 
abused by customers that want booths 
anyway. 
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- FLEET FOXES 15 
u Christmas Binge" is fun and unorthodox 
Theatre department play brings laughter and holiday spirit to USD 
By Callie Prendiville 
In "Mrs. Bob Cratchit's Wild 
Christmas Binge," playwright Chris­
topher Durang turns Charles Dick-
en's classic, "A Christmas Carol," 
into a Christmas comedy. Produced 
by USD Undergraduate Theatre Arts 
and directed by Carrie Klewin, "Mrs. 
Bob Cratchit" was a perfect come-
dic selection for the holiday season. 
Ddrang's dark humor takes Charles 
Dickens' Christmas Carol storyline 
on a wild ride by putting the saintly 
Bob Cratchit in the back seat while his 
wife Mrs. Crachit, a snarky, suicidal 
and alcoholic disaster of a woman 
takes centerstage. Freshman Nico-
lette Shutty made an impressive debut 
playing Mrs. Cratchit alongside her 
ever charming husband, played by 
Jeff George. 
Director Carrie Kelwin took ar­
tistic liberties by recasting some of 
Durangs original characters. Tradi­
tionally a man, Kelwin opted to cast 
the miserable, old Ebenezer Scrooge 
as a delightfully grumpy woman, 
played by Genevieve Nylen. 
The character Durang invented 
(the all-in-one Ghost - Christmas Past, 
Present and Future) described as a 
"sassy, theatrical black woman," was 
instead played by Kira Cahill who is 
more like Reese Witherspoon's than 
Whoope Goldberg. Her quirky blonde 
charm lead Scrooge through what 
should be a traditional learning lesson. 
Somewhere along the way her magi­
cal powers falter and both Scrooge 
and the Ghost end up at Cratchit's 
house. Differing from the original 
story, Scrooge and Mrs. Cratchet find 
that they share a mutual love of be­
ing mean and a mutual hatred for 19th 
century London. 
The success of this production 
comes from the strength of its ensem­
ble. Adam Ballard, Ben Burmeister, 
Anna Halligan, Molly Maslak and 
Edred Utomi all play a smorgasbord 
of characters from multiple centuries. 
Characters are taken from Dickens' 
"OliverTwisf" and "The Old Curiosity 
Shop," the Enron scandal, O. Henry's 
short story "The Gift of the Magi," 
USD's theatre department finished a successful fall semester with the holiday performance of "Mrs. Bob Cratchit's Wild Christmas Binge." 
Frank Capra's holiday classic "It's 
a Wonderful Life," and television's 
"Touched by an Angel." In the end, no 
Christmas-related pop culture icon is 
left unreferenced. Standout moments 
include Maslak and Utomi as the sad­
ly malnourished Cratchit children and 
Halligan as a similarly tragic Dicken's 
character, little Nell Trent. 
While the 40 seat Black Box 
Theatre may not be the most techno­
logically versatile space on campus, 
the production handled the multiple 
locations and situations through Wil­
liam Hartley's design with the mentor­
ing of Pavlo Bosyy. Instead of a tradi­
tional set, the design used differently 
colored blocks and flats to build vari­
ous locals, from the Cratchit home to a 
London bar where Mrs. Bob drunken-
ly makes her suicide plans. Although 
the set changes were sometimes a bit 
long, the blocks were a creative and 
economic solution to the design chal­
lenge. Making the experience even 
more enjoyable was the fact that the 
show ran under two hours without an 
intermission, the perfect amount of 
time for a fast-paced comedy in un­
comfortable plastic chairs. 
There was a lot of show stealing 
in the scenes, but in the best way pos­
sible. Often it was the characters with 
the least amount of lines that ended 
up being the most hilarious, with ab­
surd facial expressions and ridiculous 
interactions happily upstaging the 
plotline. The plot itself twisted into 
an unusual ending, in which Scrooge 
Photo Courtesy of USD's theatre department 
and Mrs. Bob are magically trans­
planted to New York in the 1970s 
where it is entirely socially acceptable 
to be rude and money-obsessed, and 
Bob Cratchit is given a new replace­
ment wife to be equally saintly in her 
Dickensian suffering. The entire cast 
occasionally erupted into ironic song, 
but that is not so unusual when themes 
of the play included Tourette's Syn­
drome, cross-dressing, and keeping 
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Chris Manresa goes for a layup in traffic in the team's 90-82 loss to UC Irvine on Dec. 1. 
Toreros still searching for first win against D-I opponent 
By Joseph Shoen 
Prior to the season, USD basket­
ball coach Bill Grier probably figured 
that he would still have some ques­
tions about his young, inexperienced 
team after seven games. However, 
Grier could not have imagined asking 
himself the question that is currently 
the most pressing on all Torero fans' 
minds: When is USD going to win a 
game against a Division-I opponent? 
Unfortunately, it has gotten to 
that point for Grier and company. Af­
ter struggling a bit before ultimately 
putting away D-III Occidental in the 
season opener, the Toreros have lost 
seven straight. Four of those losses 
came at home to teams who are not 
expected to make the NCAA Tourna­
ment. The forecast for the 2010-2011 
campaign called for some turbulence, 
but this plane ride is quickly spinning 
out of control. 
"This group hasn't learned how 
to make the game-winning play," Gri­
er said. 
The Toreros definitely had mul­
tiple chances to make a game-winning 
play in their home game against UC 
Irvine on Wednesday, Dec 1. Af­
ter quickly falling behind 9-2 in the 
opening minutes, USD rallied behind 
three three-pointers from senior Devin 
Ginty to take a 29-26 lead with 5:42 
to play in the half. UCI followed with 
another run of their own to take a 42-
33 lead into intermission. The Anteat-
ers were paced in the first 20 minutes 
by senior Darren Moore, who had 15 
points at the break, while Chris Man­
resa and Ken Rancifer each had 10 for 
the Toreros. 
UCI continued to light up the To­
rero defense at the start of the second 
half, opening up their lead to a seem­
ingly comfortable 16 points with just 
under 12 minutes remaining. How­
ever, the Toreros showed some grit, 
narrowing the gap to 72-70 with 3:55 
left on a three-pointer from freshman 
Jordan Mackie. During USD's spurt, 
sophomore backup center Chris Ga­
briel had his finest stretch as a Torero, 
pouring in seven points in a four-min­
ute span. Unfortunately, Gabriel might 
have exerted himself a little too much, 
as he rapidly fell ill, lost his lunch, and 
was never put back into the game. 
It's been one of those years. 
Still, the Toreros were miracu­
lously right back in the game, but once 
again the team could not produce one 
of those plays Grier was talking about. 
Four empty offensive trips later, USD 
was down 82-70 with under two min­
utes to go, and many of the 1,235 in 
attendance began heading for the ex­
its. The Anteaters held off another late 
Torero rally to notch their fourth vic­
tory of the season, 90-82. 
Manresa led USD with a career 
high 18 points to go along with five 
rebounds. Ginty chipped in with 13 
points, and point guard Darian Nor-
ris added 11 points and three assists. 
Moore (9-9 shooting) had a game-
high 30 points for UCI. 
USD took their talents up north 
three days later to hook up with the 
Titans of Cal State Fullerton on Sat­
urday. The Toreros were out for a 
little revenge after falling to Fullerton 
at home, 62-59, on Nov. 21. In that 
game, the Titans won despite playing 
without forward Jer'Vaughn Johnson. 
USD would not be so lucky in the re­
match. 
The Toreros actually had a much 
better start on Saturday than they did 
against UCI, taking a 15-11 lead on 
an old-fashioned three-point play by 
Manresa with 12:20 remaining in the 
first half. Neither team managed to 
pull away for the rest of the period, 
and USD went into the locker room 
trailing only 41-39 despite Johnson's 
15 points. 
The Titans made things look a lot 
easier in the second half. A 16-7 run 
pushed their advantage to 57-46 with 
less than 16 minutes remaining. Two 
Manresa free throws with 9:18 left got 
USD within three at 67-64, but they 
could not inch any closer. Fullerton 
immediately blew the game open by 
scoring 15 of the games next 19 points 
and cruised to a 90-76 win. 
Manresa once again was the 
Toreros' biggest standout, scoring 16 
points and gathering seven rebounds. 
Norris used a 10-11 showing at the 
line to get his 14 points, and Rancifer 
once again was in double digits with 
12. 
Along with coughing up the ball 
(17 turnovers), the Toreros also strug­
gled containing Johnson. The SDSU 
transfer had a game-high 23 points and 
led the Titans with seven rebounds. 
"Not seeing him the first time, we 
didn't know what to expect," Manresa 
said. "I think they took advantage of 
that and got it to him early." 
Another week, another couple 
losses, and another series of ques­
tions for Grier to ponder before the 
team takes on SDSU at Viejas Arena 
on Saturday, Dec. 11. There is still 
plenty of time to salvage the season, 
but with the losses piling up, it is criti­
cal that the Toreros find some answers 
quickly. 
Or at least start guessing. 
The Toreros lost to Fresno State 
74-70 on Tuesday, extending their los­
ing streak to seven in a row. 
A look back at 
2010 in sports 
By Chris Hanneke 
As is the case with just about ev­
eryone, I am in the midst of writing 
about 80 pages of final papers. Luckily, 
since 2010 will be over before I write 
again, I get to take the easy way out and 
do a simple look back at the year. 
January: The year began the same way 
pretty much every year begins, with col­
lege football bowls and the NFL play­
offs dominating the conversation. Ala­
bama finished a perfect season en route 
to a National Championship. 
February: The Saints won the Super 
Bowl and New Orleans partied a lot. 
Throughout the rest of the country, fans 
were happy to see New Orleans partying 
again, but were equally pissed off that 
they got the "Who Dat" song stuck in 
their heads. Also, the Olympics remind­
ed us that hockey is pretty sweet, skiing 
is scary, luging is downright terrifying 
and women's curlers are pretty hot. 
March: Butler was a rimmed-out, half-
court buzzer beater away from shocking 
the world and beating everyone's least 
favorite team, the Duke Blue Devils, 
and becoming National Champions. But 
they didn't, and Duke won. Boring. 
April: Sam Bradford was drafted No. 
1 overall. Rams fan Chris Hanneke was 
upset with this at the time. Thankfully, 
Rams fan Chris Hanneke is not a general 
manager in charge of drafting. Bradford 
is going to be a star. 
May: Lebron James put together one of 
the most fascinating series of all time, 
before ultimately just giving up in the fi­
nal minute of a Game Six loss that ended 
his career as a Cleveland Cavalier. 
June: Lakers won another title, Kobe 
went 6-for-24 in a decisive Game Sev­
en, but somehow won MVP and actually 
gave some sportswriters the audacity to 
include him in the same conversation as 
Magic Johnson. Ron Artest took the title 
from Kevin Garnett for Most Absurd 
Post Finals Win Interview when he, hon­
est to goodness, thanked his psychiatrist. 
The Blackhawks won the Stanley 
Cup, concluding the Stanley Cup Play­
offs, which also reminded us that hock­
ey is pretty sweet. 
Oh, and probably the greatest mo­
ment of the decade came in Landon 
Donovan's miraculous goal in stoppage 
time against Algeria that won the Unit­
ed States the group stage of the World 
Cup. Sure, shortly thereafer they lost to 
a Ghana team that should earn an Oscar 
nomination for Best Dramatic Perfor­
mance, but we still saw that there is a 
reason why soccer is the world's most 
popular sport. 
June was awesome. 
July: "The Decision." It was so bad, 
nothing else needs to be said to make 
readers cringe. 
August: "Hard Knocks" got everyone 
to jump onto the Jets bandwagon and 
showed the world that Rex Ryan may 
have grown up on a sailboat. 
September: The NFL season began. 
The Chargers special teams weren't very 
good, but Philip Rivers was. 
October: The Giants won the World 
Series. More importantly, more people 
watched a Monday Night Football game 
than a World Series game, proving yet 
again that Bud Selig could make Justin 
Bieber irrelevant. 
November: Everyone quickly realized 
that not even Lebron James and Dwyane 
Wade could cover up Chris Bosh's over-
ratedness and the Heat hype dissipated. 
Michael Vick showed people that 
even though he was scapegoated and 
sent to jail for two years and that may 
have tarnished his image, he is still the 
most electrifying athlete alive. 
December: Still to come... 
Steven Menduke/The Vista 
Senior guard Devin Ginty has been expected to lead the young group ofToreros this year. 
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AliTroost has been one of the brightest spots for theToreros in what was an impressive season for theToreros. 
Volleyball dealt tough loss in NCAA playoffs 
By Tyler Wilson 
The USD women's volleyball 
team saw their dream of an NCAA 
championship dissolve against the 
USC Trojans last Saturday in a heart­
breaking defeat. But the Toreros began 
their postseason with a vengeance, as 
they advanced to the second round of 
the tournament after their win over the 
Long Beach State University 49ers 
three sets to zero last Friday in the first 
round. 
Seniors Amy DeGroot and Ali 
Troost led the way in this dominant 
performance with 17 kills and 15 kills, 
respectively. Kelsi Myers and Kandiss 
Anderson each added 13 kills, while 
Cera Oliveira recorded 14 kills to pace 
the Toreros towards victory in their 
usual team-oriented fashion. 
The first set against the 49ers was 
closer than anticipated for the Toreros, 
but they eventually proved victorious, 
winning the set 25-22. The score was as 
close as 20-19 late in the set, but USD's 
next point, putting them up 21-19, 
proved to be the clinching point to take 
the set. 
Long Beach State came back 
strong in the second set, as they took 
an early 9-6 lead. The Toreros battled 
back and tied the set at 10-10 before 
exchanging the next nine points. The 
49ers took the lead at 20-19 and were 
poised to tie the match at a set apiece, 
but USD never gave up and took the 
lead once again 22-21 after a block 
from Katie Hoeckman, causing the 
49ers to take a timeout. 
Long Beach State came back 
from the timeout rejuvenated and tied 
the game up at 23-23, forcing a USD 
timeout. The set continued its seesaw 
affair, as the 49ers took a 25-24 lead 
after battling back from a potential set 
point by the Toreros. Each team then 
held set point two more times before 
the Toreros finally triumphed 30-28. , 
USD used all the momentum 
gained from this conquest to vanquish 
any hopes Long Beach state might have 
had at advancing in the postseason with 
a 25-19 third set victory, thus winning 
the match. 
With the victory over the 49ers, the 
Toreros advanced to the second round 
against the USC Trojans, the tourna­
ment's sixth seed, last Saturday. 
The Toreros had the Trojans on 
their toes early as they jumped out to a 
6-3 lead. But the Trojans withstood the 
Toreros' fast start and fought back to an 
8-6 lead. USD would not lead again in 
the match, as USC went on runs of five 
straight points and seven straight points 
and eventually built up a 22-10 lead. 
The Toreros pulled back within 
eight at 23-15, but they could not with­
stand USC and were dealt the 25-15 
first set defeat. 
The second set began much like 
the first, with USD taking the early 3-1 
lead, only to see it vanish. After USC 
tied the set at 3-3, the two squads ex­
changed points until they were tied at 
9-9. The Trojans then went on a 3-0 run 
and built up a 12-9 lead, which eventu­
ally became a 21-17 advantage. 
USD could come no closer than 
three points and ended up with the 
second set defeat, but with their season 
hanging in the balance, the Toreros 
kept their sangfroid and earned the 
25-22 third set victory. 
The Toreros never let USC get 
ahead by more than one point and con­
trolled the entire match. After USD ob­
tained the early 3-1 lead, it was another 
back and forth affair, as the Trojans and 
Toreros traded points until a solo block 
by Hoeckman gave the Toreros a 14-13 
edge. Hoeckman's block forced USC 
into a timeout, but this still did not stop 
the Toreros. USD eventually gained a 
20-18 lead, and kept this lead until they 
won the set. 
The fourth set was a back and forth 
affair that paralleled the competitive­
ness the preceeding sets had displayed. 
But with the stakes higher than ever, 
the Toreros and the Trojans raised their 
level of play for this exciting set. 
USD had set point six times, but 
could not capitalize as LISC finally won 
this hard-fought set 31-29. 
"Even though we lost, there was a 
sense of pride because the team never 
gave up," assistant coach Stephanie 
Moreno said. "They battled hard and 
they left it all on the court." 
The Toreros had a heartbreaking 
end to their season, but next year looks 
quite promising. Hoekman, along with 
Oliveira and Chloe Ferrari, who were 
members of the WCC all-freshmen 
team, will all attempt to lead USD to 
national supremacy 
"Ferrari, Oliveira and Hoekman all 
have great court experience and have 
had a direct impact on our successes 
this season as freshmen," Moreno said. 
"For them to acclimate so easily to the 
college level and to contribute the way 
they have gives us the ability to con­
tinue to be one of the top programs in 
the nation." 
TheToreros finished the season with a 24-5 record. 
Photo by Alexandra Feroah 
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Mario Kurn put together one of the finest defensive seasons in the history of USD, earning him the award for team MVP. 
Several Toreros earn postseason honors 
Four players earn spots on the All-PFL team 
By Anthony McCrady & 
Justin Fontenberry 
Reflecting on the USD football 
season, it was tough to find consistency, 
but there were four guys who showed 
up every game throughout the entire 
season. Christian Fetters, Al-Rilwan 
Adeyemi, Godfrey Smith and Mario 
Kurn were recognized for their perfor­
mance on the field, and as a result they 
all were nominated to First Team All-
PFL. 
Junior center Fetters, an under­
sized yet smart and athletic player 
showed, leadership by commanding the 
offensive linemen throughout the sea­
son. As a freshman in 2008, Fetters was 
promoted from his previous position as 
a redshirt to a starter. It was then that 
he captured the eyes of coaches and 
teammates, showcasing his talent and 
strength while putting forth maximum 
effort. From this experience, he ma­
tured and became a reliable player for 
the Toreros. 
This season, Fetters' hard work 
and attention to detail paid off. He was 
the only starting lineman returning 
from the previous season. His perfor­
mance on the field was phenomenal, 
and he became a standout player for 
the offensive line. Fetters was select­
ed to be the recipient of the Toreros' 
Most Outstanding Lineman of the Year 
award. 
Junior cornerback Adeyemi, a 
defensive captain for the Toreros, fin­
ished the season leading both the To­
reros and the Pioneer Football League 
in interceptions. Adeyemi had six in­
terceptions for 66 return yards. He tied 
for the second most tackles on the year 
with 48. On a national stage, Adeyemi 
is tied for first place with interceptions 
returned for touchdowns in a career 
with three. His performance this year 
bumped him up to third in the USD 
record books, alongside six others, for 
most interceptions in a single season. 
However, Adeyemi is now second 
in all-time interceptions in Torero his­
tory. With 13 interceptions recorded, 
he was only two away from tying the 
record. He was named the team's De­
fensive MVP for the 2010 season. 
Senior wide receiver Smith car­
ried a heavy load for the Toreros' of­
fense this year. In an effort to improve 
from a sluggish performance last sea­
son, Smith trained hard and became 
one.of the team's most consistent play­
ers all season long. 
As a result, Smith was tabbed 
with the great honor of Offensive MVP 
for the 2010 season. He finished with 
a team-high 68 receptions for 1,024 
yards and seven touchdowns. Smith 
was ranked first in the PFL in total re­
ceiving yards for the seaso, as well as 
receiving yards per game at 93.1. He 
was also ranked second for total recep­
tions with 68. 
Junior defensive end Kum could 
be considered the backbone of the To­
rero defense this year. He was an op­
posing team's nightmare, as he con­
sistently annihilated and terrorized 
offensive linemen to put pressure on 
quarterbacks. 
Kum was unanimously voted First 
Team All-PFL on defense and is also a 
nominee for the Buck Buchanan and 
Ted Hendricks Awards. He led the To­
rero defense with 66 tackles (38 solo), 
17 sacks (-118 yards) and 27 tackles for 
loss (-141 yards). Kum is ranked first 
among all FCS players in sacks and fin­
ished second in tackles for loss. 
Kum also immortalized him­
self in the Torero record books, as he 
ranked second for sacks in a single sea­
son behind former standout defensive 
end Eric Bakhtiari, who set the record 
in 2007 with 20 sacks. 
Bakhtiari's 35 total sacks in a ca­
reer are also a school record, but Kum 
now has 31 for his career, putting him 
second on the list and within reach to 
eclipse the mark during his senior year. 
Kum was named the team's Most Valu­
able Player because of his tremendous 
play throughout the season. 
Fetters, Adeyemi and Kum all 
return to play for the Toreros next sea­
son, while Smith will attempt to en­
ter the NFL draft. He will be making 
an appearance in the Toreros pro day 
this Spring to attract they eyes of NFL 
scouts and increase his draft status. 
Whether it is in the NFL or the 
NCAA, these Toreros will continue to 
standout on the gridiron. 
Women's basketball has tough week away from home 
Photo by Ryan Brennan 
Morgan Woodrow was a force in the team's win against BYU-Hawaii, scoring 16 points. 
By Chris Engell & 
Thomas Caughlin 
The USD's women's basketball 
team had a tough week after suffering 
two losses. The first came against cross 
town rival San Diego State in overtime, 
and the second against Brigham Young 
University in the Hukilau Invitational. 
The Toreros, who are 5-3, did manage 
to pick up a win against BYU-Hawaii 
in the Invitational, which placed them at 
1-2 on the week. 
The loss at home to the rival Az­
tecs stung the most. "We lost a tough 
one to San Diego State the other night," 
senior guard Sam Child said, "but we 
want to protect the house every time we 
step on the court to defend." 
Last Tuesday the Toreros took 
on San Diego State in a non confer­
ence game at the Jenny Craig Pavil 
ion. Dominique Conners scored a sea­
son-high 23 points on 9-for-24 shooting 
from the field. Conners also recorded 
five rebounds and picked up three steals. 
Nya Mason was the second Torero 
to score in the double digits, scoring 
II points on 5-for-ll shooting. Child 
eclipsed the 1,000 career points mark 
when she added 10 points of her own, 
putting her at 1,002 career points. This 
was not enough though, as the Toreros 
tragically lost to the Aztecs, 72-63 in 
overtime. 
With the 10 points against the Az­
tecs, Child has now become the 13th 
player in program history to break into 
the 1,000 point club. Child needs 72 
more points to catch Morgan Henderson 
for 10th all-time on the Toreros' scoring 
list. Not far behind is Conners, who has 
908 career points. Being only 92 points 
away and averaging 18 points a game, 
Conners should have no problem break­
ing into the club before the end of the 
season. 
This past weekend, the Toreros 
traveled to Laie, Hawaii to compete in 
the Hukilau Invitational. The first oppo­
nent for USD was BYU-Hawaii. Em­
ily Hatch picked up her second dou­
ble-double of the season, recording 16 
points on 6-for-8 shooting from the field 
while also pulling down 13 rebounds. 
Morgan Woodrow scored 16 points on 
6-for-14 shooting from the floor, while 
Nicole Ballestero added nine points and 
Conners, Kameron Knutson and Mason 
chipped in with eight points apiece. Be­
hind a 16-point effort from both Hatch 
and Woodrow, the women's basketball 
team picked up an 84-71 victory over 
BYU-Hawaii. 
On Saturday in the Hukilau Invita­
tional, the Toreros took on future WCC 
opponent BYU. A pair of USD women's 
basketball players recorded double-dig­
its, but it wasn't enough as BYU claimed 
a dominating 70-44 win. 
Junior guard Woodrow led the To­
rero offense as she scored 12 points on 
5-for-10 shooting, while also dishing 
out five assists. The only other Torero 
in double figures was senior guard Sara 
VanderHorst, who had 10 on 3-for-7 
shooting from the field. Hatch recorded 
a team-leading 11 rebounds. As a team, 
USD shot .326 from the field and was 
out-rebounded 39-35. 
The Toreros will look to rebound 
at home Saturday against Northern Ari­
zona University at 2 p.m. in the JCR 
"We love coming home to play in 
our own JCP," Child said. "It would be 
awesome if we could get more fans out 
watching and supporting, and making 
the home atmosphere even harder for 
opposing teams to come play." 
- ,~"T- 1 "» * • 
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Bv Sara Vanderl Iorst 
Every season, the women's bas­
ketball team travels to one distant lo­
cation. In years past, we have been to 
New York and Chicago, but this year 
we crossed the Pacific to reach the 
beautiful Hawaiian island of Oahu. 
For a few teammates this was their 
first trip to Hawaii, but nonetheless 
we were all equally excited to get 
away from the mundanity of school 
for five days. 
On Tuesday, Nov. 23, we en­
dured a heartbreaking loss to our 
cross-town rivals San Diego State. 
After such a hard-fought loss, we had 
to report just hours later, at 5:30 a.m. 
back to the JCP for our flight to the 
Hukalau Invitational. 
Many of us joked that we should 
have just slept in the locker room, 
but it is quite difficult to sleep after 
a tough loss like that. The five-hour 
flight went by quickly, as most of us 
slept the entire trip due to exhaustion 
from the previous game. 
After gathering our luggage, we 
drove an hour along the coast to the 
resort. We stopped for a quick team 
meal and then continued towards the 
hotel to get changed for practice. 
We stayed at the Turtle Bay Re­
sort, which happened to be the setting 
for the hit film "Forgetting Sarah Mar­
shall." The resort was beautiful and 
the views out of our fifth story win­
dows were breathtaking. After a long 
day of traveling and a hard practice, 
we had no trouble falling asleep. 
As great as it was to sleep, noth­
ing was better than witnessing our 
new teammate, junior transfer Izzy 
Chilcott, reunite with her parents after 
almost six months. 
Chilcott is from Australia and 
hasn't been home since the beginning 
of summer 2010. Luckily, for most of 
us, our parents can attend a game here 
and there each month. But this was a 
special trip for Chilcott. There is noth­
ing better than seeing someone you 
care about being reunited with their 
loved ones. 
Dominique Conners and Amy 
Kame took it upon themselves to find 
Chilcott's parents at the airport. We 
were told that they might show up at 
the airport in Hawaii once we landed, 
but Conners and Kame wanted to 
make sure Chilcott didn't miss them. 
They paged Chilcott's parents over 
the airport's loudspeaker and, need­
less to say, Chilcott and her parents 
were reunited within minutes. 
We played our first game in Ha­
waii on Thursday, Dec. 2, against the 
host team, the BYU-Hawaii Seasid-
ers. 
We took some of our latent anger 
from the SDSU game out on the Sea-
siders and won the game by a large 
margin. Everyone was able to get a 
good amount of playing time and ev­
eryone contributed to the win. 
The next morning N^e got our 
first bit of freedom on the island. The 
Vans Triple Crown World Cup of Surf­
ing was taking place at a local beach. 
The day we attempted to witness this 
great competition, the entire competi­
tion was on hiatus, but we were still 
able to see the huge set-up and mas­
sive waves. 
We also had time to lay out on 
the beach and by the pool. This par­
ticular day happened to be our team­
mates' birthday, so we celebrated at 
the end of the day. 
Our final game on Saturday 
did not fare as well. We played the 
very competitive BYU Cougars. We 
jumped out to an early 10-0 lead but 
never held on to our momentum. 
It wasn't too fun ending our fi­
nal game in paradise with a loss, but 
overall the trip was memorable with 
a lot of great team bonding and un­
familiar experiences. We hope to use 
these bonding eperiences to try and 
mesh better as a team and learn from a 
disappointing loss to BYU. 
Even though we have had a great 
start to the year, we are going to have 






- Karaoke Monday at Sandbar 
- Hanes underwear 
- MikeTyson 
- Latkes 
- Jayson Werth's agent 
- Da Bears 
- WikiLeaks 
- Lebron's return 
- Joey Shoen 









- Peyton Manning's blank stares 
- ESPN W 
- Cleveland's spurn 
- HOFer Sylvester Stallone 
Late Copley nights 
- Finals 
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Patrick Wallen named WCC Player of the Year 
Sophomore forward is second consecutive Torero to win award 
By Olivia Martinez 
Swedish native Patrick Wallen 
was awarded the men's soccer Player 
of the Year for the 2010 season in the 
West Coast Conference. Wallen fol­
lows in the footseps of forward Ryan 
Peterman's, who was awarded Player 
of the Year last season for the Toreros. 
Wallen led the conference this 
season in scoring with 12 goals and 25 
overall points. He recorded the second 
highest shots total with 52 and tallied 
26 shots on goal for a .500 shots on 
goal percentage. Leading the WCC 
with five game-winning goals, Wal­
len also brought in a perfect 3-for-3 on 
penalty kicks. 
"He was very big for us in the con­
ference, and is a big part of our team," 
head coach Seamus McFadden said. 
Selected by a vote of the confer­
ence head coaches, Wallen also re­
ceived First Team All-WCC honors 
along side senior defender Cory Nor-
ris. 
"I really did not expect him to be 
named player of the year," McFadden 
said. "It's a tribute to Patrick to see 
how the coaches in our league actually 
evaluated him." 
This isn't Wallen's first recogni­
tion from the WCC during his time as a 
Torero. He was named WCC Freshman 
of the Year last season after leading the 
team in both goals (7) and points (19). 
"His goal output improved this 
season," McFadden said. However, he 
is still just scratching the surface as a 
player. He should be scoring 20 goals 
a season." 
Moving from Freshman of the 
Year to Player of the Year in the WCC, 
Wallen credits his time in USD's soc­
cer program for his growth. 
"I feel really good and proud to be 
a part of USD's soccer program," Wal­
len said. "Our team is very close and 
we all know each other very well and 
will always have each other's back. We 
are a close family, and to be a part of 
that has helped me grow a lot as a per­
son, both on and off the field." 
By improving his skills on the 
field, Wallen has become a challenge 
for opposing teams to confront. 
"His size is really his best qual­
ity," McFadden said. He is a very 
physical player who holds up the ball 
and is a beast for opposing defenders 
to deal with." 
The Swedish native was glad that 
he and his teammates were able to 
overcome their rocky start and finish 
the season strong. 
"We almost made it and we fin­
ished strong so we will take the good 
parts from this season, grow together 
and look forward to next season and 
show everybody that we can be the 
best team in the conference," Wallen 
said. 
Although Wallen's career is just 
beginning, those closest to him see big 
things ahead. McFadden believes that 
if he continues to get serious about his 
game, he can become an All-Ameri-
can. But Wallen's dreams stretch far­
ther than that, as he hopes to make a 
career of his talents beyond his stint as 
a Torero. ' 
"I definitely want to continue to 
play the game," Wallen said. "I am 
hoping to play professionally after my 
time at USD, maybe in the MLS," 
If his career continues, perhaps 
Wallen will one day be compared to 
his personal heroes, Cristiano Ronaldo 
and Fernando Torres, two of the most 
widely known professional soccer 
players in the world. In the meantime, 
Wallen will continue to strive to mas­
ter the game with the support of his 
family and girlfriend back in Sweden, 
whom he thanks for always being there 
for him. 
He also thanked his Torero fam­
ily for supporting him, noting that it 
would be much harder to cope with 
the long distance away from home if 
he didn't have such a strong support 
system here in San Diego. 
"I would like to thank my great 
teammates, Wallen said. "Without 
them, I would not have achieved any­
thing. I also would like to thank my 
good coaches that always have mine 
and my teammates' backs, even during 
a tough season as this one." 
Utilizing his support systems, 
Wallen looks to strive farther than he 
ever has next season, and hopes to take 
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